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Editor’s Preface 



Syed Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi’s outstanding contributions to 
the cause of Islam in our age are well-known. He is an 
eminent scholar, a powerful, eloquent writer and orator, 
both in Urdu and Arabic. No complete bibliography of his 
numerous works (many of which have appeared in English 
translation) has yet been prepared: his speeches and writing 
have charm, force, penetration; more than that, they radiate 
a passionate sincerity that goes straight to the heart. 

Among various important themes he has addressed are the 
relationship between Islam and the West, the plight of the 
West, and the situation and role of Muslims living in the 
West. The English translation of a collection of his three 
speeches, delivered in Britain in 1963, 1964 and 1969, 
together with three articles, was published under the title, 
Speaking Plainly to the West (Lucknow, 1973). In the 
summer of 1977, he visited the United States and Canada at 
the invitation of the Muslim Students’ Association, mainly to 
attend their Annual Convention. During that visit, he 
delivered a number of speeches at various centres in many 
important cities in the U.S. and Canada. An English 
translation of those speeches appeared under the title From 
the Depth of the Heart in America (Lucknow, 1978), 
translated from Urdu by Mohammad Asif Kidwai. Both 
books offer valuable insights into the predicament of 
Western civilisation, its strengths and weaknesses, and 
discuss at some length the role and responsibilities of 
Muslims living in the West. 

The present book, Muslims in the West: the Message and 
Mission is a result of amalgamating and extensively editing 
both the above works. The language has been improved with 
the invaluable help of Dr. Z. J. Qureshi, who deserves our 
profound thanks for his important contribution and hard 
labours. Further, I have totally rearranged the papers to 
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bring out better their continuity and coherence. One lecture 
given to students receiving modern education has been 
omitted. A fresh article, ‘Islam: The Most Suitable Religion 
for Mankind’, has been added from Islamic Council of 
Europe’s The Challenge of Islam (ed. Altaf Gauhar, London, 
1978) with the permission of Mr. Salem Azzam, its Secretary 
General, to whom our thanks are due. 

Such a series of lectures, delivered before similar 
audiences, at the same time, in different places, inevitably 
repeats some material. But the themes of the book are so 
absorbing, the message so urgent and so feelingly expressed 
that the repetitions are nowhere irksome to the reader. 
Moreover, because the style of oratory has a value and charm 
of its own, different from that of the written word, every 
effort has been made to preserve it. 

The present book, after rearranging the earlier material, is 
divided into two parts: Part One — The West: Its 
Predicament and the Message of Islam — consists of seven 
chapters. They address mainly the West, analysing its history, 
characteristics, achievements and shortcomings; and inviting 
it to Islam as the only suitable and viable way of life for 
mankind, while explaining the historical reasons for the 
West’s attitude towards Islam. Part Two — Muslims: The 
Mission and the Community — consists of nine chapters 
which address mainly Muslims living in the West, outlining 
and emphasising their mission and role in the West as 
ambassadors of Islam, examining their situation, cautioning 
them against the dangers they face while living in an un- 
Islamic environment and defining the ways and means 
through which they can safeguard their faith and identity. 

The major themes emerge loud and clear. Nadwi sees no 
reason why the West and the East should always remain at 
loggerheads. Both have their strengths and weaknesses. He 
acknowledges ungrudgingly the advances in science and 
technology, and the material progress, made by the West, 
and asks Muslims to learn what the West has to offer them. 
Yet the East possesses certain treasures which the West does 
not: treasures of the Divine guidance which illumined man’s 
inner recesses, nurtured his spiritual resources, quickened his 
heart, sharpened his intellect and lifted him to sublime 
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heights of nobility. Unfortunately the West has been unable 
to drink from the founts of life that spring in the East. The 
reasons are many: Christianity — its dogmas, its opposition 
to advances in human knowledge leading to the West’s 
rejection of all religion, and the failures of Muslims 
themselves — their inability to live up to Islam and bring its 
message to the West. 

The only escape Nadwi sees for the West, that may rescue it 
from the consequences of its own follies, at the same time 
reconciling East and West and so unifying mankind, is to 
embrace the Divine guidance brought by the Prophets of 
God. His analysis of the West, though passionate and, at 
times, harsh, is convincing. The West’s entire concern is with 
man’s outer world; it is totally indifferent to the world that 
lies inside him. Having refused to submit to One God, it has 
become a slave to its own progress and technology. Devoid of 
faith, material progress, though at its pinnacle, is hollow. 
Technology has placed vast powers in the hands of Western 
man, which enable him, for the first time, to annihilate 
himself; yet it has not equipped him to handle these powers in 
the interest of mankind. The West’s attitudes are 
characterised by a sense of arrogant superiority towards all 
those living beyond its frontiers. This in itself has become a 
major impediment in its way to coming to Islam, apart from 
all the historical reasons. 

As for Muslims, Nadwi insists that their presence in the 
West can have only one justification: to communicate the 
message of Islam to their fellow human beings here, both by 
words and example. Even though they might have come for 
reasons other than Islamic, to get money or education or 
both, this duty is foremost. A Muslim cannot exist as a 
Muslim unless he fulfils the mission entrusted to him by Allah 
and His Prophet. It is, according to Nadwi, an unfortunate 
accident of history that the West could neither perceive the 
blessings of Islam nor receive them. That the great human 
potential of the West could not bloom fully for the better 
service of mankind is a consequence of its rejection of the 
Divine guidance, the Divine light was not allowed to 
penetrate the darkness. The blame, Nadwi tells Muslims in 
unmistakable terms, rests also upon their shoulders. Now is 
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the opportunity for them to make amends for past failures. 

He also makes an incisive analysis of the situation 
prevailing in Muslim countries as a result of the impact of 
Western colonialism and ‘civilisation’. An unbridgeable gulf 
separates the Westernised rulers of these countries and the 
Muslim masses. Though political freedom has been gained, at 
least on the surface, cultural serfdom has deepened. Young 
Muslim students who must go back to their countries will 
there face the acute crisis which is resulting in huge wastage 
of Muslim energies and talents. The theme is greatly relevant 
for there is little doubt that Muslim students form a 
significant part of the Muslim community in the West, and 
they are sure to occupy positions of power and prestige when 
they return to their countries of origin. Nadwi brings home to 
them the weaknesses of the culture in which they are living as 
well as of that to which they will go back. 

Various chapters take up, coherently and logically, the 
concerns outlined above. Chapter one starts by looking into 
the gulf that separates the Muslim East and the Christian 
West. It explores the impact of the Crusades, colonialism and 
Orientalism in creating and perpetuating a relationship of 
suspicion, fear and hostility between the two cultures and 
stresses that the message of the Prophets of God, which 
elevates man to the status of His vicegerency and proclaims 
the unity of mankind, can be the only basis for reconciliation 
between them. 

Chapter two attempts to find the reasons which inhibit the 
West from accepting the message of the Prophets of God. 
Tracing the history of Greece and Rome and that of the sixth 
century world followed by the subsequent presence of 
Muslims in Spain, it identifies pride and arrogance as the 
main obstacle preventing the West from seeing the truth of 
the Prophetic message. 

Chapter three turns to Germany. Recognising its radical 
contributions to the thought and philosophy of the West, its 
qualities of innovation and industry, and its unsuccessful bids 
for world leadership, Nadwi laments that Germany too 
should have been unable to break the mould and chart a new 
course for herself and for Western civilisation. The world 
needs Islam; any nation may come forward and take the lead. 
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Why not Germany? 

America, the paradise of material progress, is the subject 
of Chapter four. Here the malady is not difficult to trace: 
despite the abundance of material goods it refuses to 
recognise the sovereignty of One God, whose writ runs 
supreme in the universe. 

Chapter five shows how man, in refusing to be a slave to 
the One God becomes a slave to his own creations, his 
technology, his machines. This spiritual poverty is depicted 
specifically in the American context. 

The tragic consequences of the fact that Islam did not 
reach America and the West are dealt with in Chapter six, 
where all Muslims living in America are exhorted to take up, 
now, the duty of bringing this message to Americans. 

Chapter seven, explaining that Islam is the only suitable 
way of life for mankind, serves to link Part One and Part 
Two. 

That Muslims should live as emissaries of Islam and, 
whatever the odds, deliver its message to America is the 
theme of Chapter eight. 

Chapter nine argues that there is no cause for Muslims to 
despair in this task, provided they have faith and trust in 
God. With that faith and trust, Muslims coming out of 
Arabia in the early years of Islam were able to overcome the 
vast empires of Rome and Persia. 

Chapters ten and eleven, then turn to some specific issues 
that immigrants must face up to as an ideological 
community. They stress in particular the importance of an 
Islamic environment, based on brotherhood, for the 
preservation and strengthening of faith and Islamic identity, 
without which Muslims can neither live as Muslims nor 
discharge their mission. But only faith and love for Allah 
and His Messenger can be the enduring and stable foundation 
for a truly Islamic brotherhood, emphasises Chapter twelve. 

Chapter thirteen spells out some specific, valuable advice 
for Muslim immigrants in the West so that they may live as 
Muslims and raise their children as Muslims. Chapter 
fourteen, addressed to Muslim women, emphasises the 
strength of the relationship of interdependence and love 
between man and woman, established in the name of Allah, 
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and makes it clear that, as Muslims, they both have the same 
responsibilities. Chapters fifteen and sixteen are addressed to 
young Muslims living in the West whether for study or work. 
After describing the situation in the West and the Muslim 
countries, it tells them to resist being swamped by the alien 
culture within which they live, to boldly present the message 
of Islam, and to prepare themselves for the responsibilities 
that await their return home. 

I have no illusion that I can add anything of value to 
Nadwi’s arguments. Yet I allow myself the liberty of the 
following brief note in the hope that, in the context of 
Muslim presence in the West, it may contribute something to 
the understanding of the long-standing relationship between 
Islam and the West and, therefore, help in the task of da'wah 
which Nadwi has so emphatically and persistently demanded 
of Muslims. 

‘History and geography alike dictated that Islam and the 
West should come into close contact’, writes Dr. I. H. 
Qureshi, a noted Pakistani scholar of Islam. This contact 
dates from the very advent of Islam. Yet, despite continuing 
contact, unbridgeable distances exist between the two. 
Western perceptions of Islam have been shaped to suit the 
West’s political and economic interests. While it may be true 
that Muslims made very little attempt to study Christianity 
from its original sources — perhaps they never considered 
Christianity to be a problem for them — it cannot be claimed 
that, during recent times, Muslims have been backward in 
their study of Western civilisation and thought. Moreover, 
while the West may certainly claim to have done more to 
study Islam, it has as certainly never been able to take an 
objective view in its studies. The reasons that brought Islam 
and the West into conflict have been hinted at by Nadwi. 
Anyone interested in finding out more from unbiased sources 
will profit by reading Norman Daniel’s Islam and the West: 
The Making of an Image (Edinburgh, 1980); The Arabs and 
Medieval Europe (Longman, London, 1979); Islam, Europe 
and Empire (Edinburgh, 1966); and R. W. Southern’s 
Western View of Islam in the Middle Ages (Harvard 
University Press, Cambridge, 1961). 

Muslims have been in Europe for long periods in history. 
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They ruled over Spain for more than 700 years (711 - 1492) 
but were finally defeated and totally eliminated; not a single 
Muslim survived, no trace was allowed to remain. They were 
in Sicily for 260 years (831 - 1091) yet their fate was no 
different from that in Spain. The Ottoman Turks were in 
Eastern Europe — they camped on the banks of the River 
Danube and^ knocked at the doors of Vienna — but they too 
shrank back. It is only now that many millions of Muslims 
have made Europe their home and are living as members of a 
secular pluralist society. After Christianity, Islam is the 
second largest faith in many European countries. Exact 
figures are hard to come by, but rough estimates show that 
some two million Muslims live in each of Britain, France and 
Germany. Islam is gradually being given official recognition 
in countries where such recognition is legally possible, as in 
Austria and Belgium. Muslims live as next door neighbours 
to non-Muslims; they contribute as workers and supervisors 
in their factories and offices; they teach and study in their 
institutions of learning — they form a part of the nation’s 
life. Also, for the first time, indigenous Muslim communities, 
though small in number, dot the landscape of Europe. 

All this signals a historic situation — both with a unique 
potential and an enormous danger. Muslims may either 
become assimilated in the surrounding culture and, over 
generations, lose their identity. Or, they may decide to live as 
Muslims, as emissaries of Islam, and assert and communicate 
their faith and way of life. This may have two results: either 
they will, at least, continue to survive and live as a distinct 
group and contribute some of their rich faith and culture to 
the West. Or, they will win over the West to Islam by 
succeeding in radically changing the prevalent culture and 
shaping it in the mould of Divine guidance. 

Nadwi calls upon them to adopt a twofold strategy: on the 
one hand, they should concentrate on safeguarding their 
faith, protect their rising generations, maintain their links 
with their countries of origin, and eschew alien cultural 
manners and influences. On the other hand, they should 
strive to fulfil their mission and make every effort to bring 
the message of Islam to the men and women alongside whom 
they live and work. 
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I hope and trust that Muslims in the West will respond 
positively to Nadwi’s passionate call which bids them rouse 
their hearts and minds. They will realise the responsibilities 
that they owe to themselves, to the Ummah, to the society 
they live in and, finally, to God. They will realise that they 
possess a rich inheritance, that of Divine guidance, and they 
have a duty to convey it to the West. It would be tragic if 
they, owning the blessing of Islam, should become beggars 
and succumb to Western modes of thought and living. Let 
them hear Rumf: 

There is an illimitable fountain of milk within thee: Why art 
thou seeking milk from the pail? 

O lake, thou hast a channel to the Sea; be ashamed to seek 
water from the pool; 



There is a basket full of loaves on the crown of thy head, and 
thou art begging a crust of bread from door to door. 

Attend to thine own head, abandon giddy headedness; go 
knock at the door of thy heart: why art thou (knocking) at 
every door? 

Whilst thou art up to the knee in the river water, thou art 
heedless of thy self and art seeking water from this one and 
that one. 

Water in front; and behind too, an unfailing supply of water; 
(but) before thine eyes is a barrier and behind them a barrier. 

( The Mathnawi, Vol.VI, ed. and tr. R. A. Nicholson, p.66.) 

But, at the same time, they must be open minded and 
generously recognise any merits or contributions that the 
West has made towards the advancement of human 
knowledge and civilisation. They should not hesitate to 
exchange wisely and diligently within their own cultural 
framework. At no time in history has there been a total bar 
on cultural exchange, nor should one be attempted now. If 
Muslims try to impose one, the influences will still somehow 
creep in. A wiser and better policy is to keep the initiative 
and, after critical evaluation, adopt what can be adopted 
within the framework of Islam. 



12 




I thank Syed Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi whose affection and 
generosity have made the publication of this book possible. 
The editing, while improving the book in some respects, may 
also have introduced certain elements of error for which the 
blame is entirely ours. May Allah reward him here and in the 
Hereafter for his immense services for the cause of Islam. I 
hope the Islamic Foundation will be able to publish more of 
his works in future. 

May Allah in His infinite mercy accept our humble efforts 
and forgive our mistakes and sins. 

The Islamic Foundation, Khurram Murad 

Leicester Director General 

Jumada al-Ula 1403 
March 1983 
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Introduction* 



The fundamental problem of modern Islam is how to get 
Muslim society to forge ahead with renewed vigour, power 
and drive as a Divinely-guided society should and must. This 
question has exercised the minds of Muslims ever since the 
opening decades of the nineteenth century when they found 
themselves enfeebled by decadence within and confronted by 
the growing might of the West striding forth in their lands in 
explosive restlessness. Their immediate reaction, and quite 
natural too, was that of a zealot who opposes the political 
and military expansion of his adversary with all his might and 
at all costs. The leaders of the Islamic East saw the West as 
something primarily to be rejected; they protested against its 
external encroachment as well as its corrupting influence: 
their condemnation of everything Western was deep yet 
narrow. They summoned the Muslim society back to its 
original purity and order; but having lost the capacity to 
order its life effectively, to refashion it morally, intellectually 
and materially, the result achieved by them was not 
unexpected. Not only did the East, including Muslim 
countries, pass into the political domination of the West, one 
after another, but it lost its self-confidence too with the 
failure of its efforts. On the other hand, the West launching 
forth with the greatest upsurge and expansive energy it had 
summoned up in its history, took the offensive from diverse 
directions — it was an unrelenting attack on a politically 
decadent and intellectually stagnant East from the directions 
of philosophy as well as economics, literature as well as 
science, politics as well as culture. 



•This was the Introduction to Speaking Plainly to the West, Lucknow, 1973, a 
collection of lectures and essays by Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi, which are all now 
included in the present book. 
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The consolidation of political as well as intellectual 
superiority of the West produced another group of persons 
who, taking its superiority for granted, directed their protest 
solely against internal deterioration of the community. They 
advocated complete acceptance of the Western mode of life 
and way of thinking as the only way to achieve political 
freedom; they wanted to carry the whole community as 
passive adherents along the tide of Western liberalism that 
flowed around. They desired to harmonise the East with the 
West, but the harmonising sought by them was more passive 
and permissive than active and creative. They tried to 
redefine the content or the methods of faith in the light of 
Western liberalism and some were even bold enough to 
declare that Islam would perish unless it came to terms with 
the modern world. The Shari ‘ah was considered by them as 
outmoded and inferior to the Western legal system; they 
stigmatised the transcendental values of life as backward, 
medieval and reactionary. But their undue emphasis on 
worldly outlook succeeded only in producing apologetics for 
the external intrusion and menace, and a class struggle and 
schism in the community for decadence within. 

However, both these groups — those protesting against 
external encroachment and those condemning internal 
deterioration — failed to correctly estimate the real 
dimensions of the problem. None of them could adequately 
assess the ambitions, roots and causes of the exuberant 
Europe nor could anyone generate a new synthesis of the East 
and West that might incite their people into constructing new 
dreams and adventures. If one failed to understand the secret 
springs of power wielded by the West, the other was carried 
away by its blind acceptance of everything Western and 
modern. If one vehemently rejected the West, the other 
passively accepted it as an inevitable must; but, none tried to 
meet it on terms of equality and mutual understanding. 

In the lectures and essays included in this volume, the 
author points to a third course. He reviews the situation in 
comprehensive terms in its true perspective and advocates 
that the vitality and skill of the West should be appropriated 
rather than accepted. He wants the East to be enlightened 
rather than intoxicated by the West. At the same time, he 



16 




urges the Muslim East to maintain its distinctive 
individuality, its faith, its moral integrity and fervidness of 
heart and spirit; since, on its ability to do so depends its 
capacity to play a useful role for itself, for the West and for 
humanity at large. He focuses attention on the fact, vividly 
clear yet overlooked by the critics as well as eulogisers of 
Western civilisation, that the modern West is moved by the 
philosophic vision of ancient Greece which demands a 
complete separation of all institutions, customs, ideas, arts 
and sciences from religion, rejects everything beyond the 
visible and tangible and makes man a measure of all things. 
He brings out how these bases of Western thought and 
culture are antagonistic and incompatible with the values and 
ideals cherished by Islam as well as destructive to the West 
itself. Nevertheless, his thought-provoking criticism of 
Western intellectualism — its materialistic view of life, its 
failure in social and moral spheres and the resultant chaos 
threatening the entire world with moral and social 
disintegration — is neither destructive nor produced by an 
emotion of revengeful hatred of the West. 

He underlines, on the one hand, the inner contradiction of 
the modern material progress — the contradiction of its 
astounding achievements in the physical field and failure on 
social, moral and spiritual fronts and, on the other, the 
capacity of the East to help the West out of its present 
predicament. He wants the Muslim East to understand the 
real cause of material prosperity and worldly success of the 
West, accept only what is worthwhile, and, in return, help the 
West in overcoming its own follies and shortcomings, 
aberrations and excesses for their mutual benefit. He asks the 
East to guard and conserve its own latent energies of faith 
and righteousness, intellectual integrity and moral strength, 
and build a new bridge across which humanity may walk to 
mutual understanding, progress and prosperity, material 
advancement as well as spiritual enrichment to create a brave 
new world — a world that would be worth living in for all, 
for the white and the black, for the great and the small, for 
the powerful and the weak. 



Mohiuddin Ahmad 
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Foreword* 

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful 



This is a collection of my speeches given in the United 
States and Canada which I visited in the summer of 1977. 1 
went there at the invitation of the Muslim Students’ 
Association, mainly to attend its Annual Conference at 
Bloomington in Indiana. After the Conference, a tour was 
arranged by the Association which took me to almost all the 
important cities and educational, cultural and industrial 
centres of North America where a considerable number of 
Muslims drawn from India, Pakistan and the Arab countries 
live for various reasons. The original itinerary included New 
York City, Jersey City, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Boston, 
Chicago, Detroit, Salt Lake City, San Francisco, San Jose 
and Los Angeles in the States, and Montreal and Toronto in 
Canada, to which Washington was added later. 

In all, I addressed twenty gatherings, half of them in 
Arabic and half in Urdu. I had an opportunity to speak at 
five leading American universities — the Columbia 
University at New York, the Harvard University at 
Cambridge, the Detroit University at Ann Arbor, the South 
Californian University at Los Angeles and the Utah 
University at Salt Lake City — and was, also, asked to give 
the Friday sermon in the Prayer Hall at the United Nations 
Headquarters and in the Jami‘ Masjids of Toronto and 
Detroit. Muslims who are studying in America or have taken 
up residence there took a keen interest in the meetings and 
came from near and far to attend them. 



‘This was the Foreword by the author as included in From the Depth of the Heart 
in America, Lucknow, 1978, a collection of lectures delivered by him in America, 
which are all now included in the present book. 
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In the haste of moving from place to place it was not 
possible to collect the tapes of all the speeches. The 
transcriptions contained in this volume were prepared, 
largely, by Syed Mushtaq Ahmad Bhopali of Darul Ulum 
Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow, from the tapes I was able to 
bring with me. Before I could revise the written copies of the 
speeches, most of them were published in Ta'mir-i-Millat, 
the fortnightly organ of Nadwatul Ulama, for which I am 
thankful to its Editor, Ibrahim Jalis Nadwi. Had the printed 
versions of the speeches not been made available to me, it 
would have taken much more time and labour to prepare the 
present volume. The speeches in Arabic, except for the 
translations of two of them, have not been included in this 
collection. These will be published separately from Beirut or 
Cairo. 

It is hoped that this booklet will be read with interest, both 
in India and abroad, and that friends residing in America 
who had listened to the speeches directly as well as those who 
could not or did not do so will find something in them 
deserving of serious thought. 

For fellow countrymen it is a ‘gift’ of the trip to America 
and for the friends and well-wishers in America, a ‘requital’ 
of the kindness and affection shown by them. 

If there is any justification for the publication of these 
speeches it is the attempt at plain-speaking that has been 
made in them. My constant endeavour has been to speak 
straight from the heart, without mincing words, and to offer 
some sincere suggestions to the Muslim brothers and sisters 
who have settled in the West, particularly in America. As for 
the Western civilisation, it has been viewed from a height 
which Islam confers upon its followers and from which both 
the Old and the New Worlds seem narrow and empty, and 
their glitter false and unreal. The credit for this particular 
way of looking at things does not belong to me but to the 
Guidance and Message which imparts a new vision to man 
and causes the scales to fall from his eyes. 

I take the opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to all 
the friends who helped to make the journey such a rewarding 
experience and looked after my needs and comfort with 
unceasing care and affection. They make a long list, but 
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mention must be made of the names of Syed Naziruddin Ali 
Hyderabadi, the Vice-President and Programme-Incharge, 
Mr. Anis Ahmad, the Director of Education, Publicity and 
Information, Dr. Mahmud Rushdan, the General Secretary, 
and Dr. Yaqub Mirza, the President of the Muslim Students’ 
Association who spared no pains to make my stay as useful 
and comfortable as possible. 

May Allah requite them bounteously and bestow His good 
pleasure upon them. 

Daira-i-Shah Ilmullah Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi 

Rae Bareli 
December 20, 1977 



21 




PART I 



THE WEST 

Its Predicament and the 
Message of Islam 
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Chapter One 



East and West 



The Muslim East and the Christian West, though members 
of the same human family, have been living in confrontation 
and conflict for centuries. The gulf that separates them seems 
to be unbridgeable; reconciliation and harmony appear to be 
impossible. At a time when human society stands divided as 
never before this state of relationship between its two most 
important components is fraught with grave dangers for the 
future of mankind. Nadwi sees no reason why this situation 
should continue. 

He identifies some of the factors which are responsible for 
creating this state of affairs, and for preserving it: ignorance 
and superficial knowledge, distorted images, conflict of 
interests which have bred distrust and hostility. The shadows 
cast by the Crusades looked more real as colonialism 
advanced to grab one Muslim country after another in the 
nineteenth century. Colonialists came not only as rulers and 
exploiters, but as masters and civilisers. They subverted 
culture and implanted their own ideologies, like nationalism. 
Even Orientalism, a scholarly discipline, despite its 
achievements, failed to inform the West of the truth about 
Islam and Muslims, of what the East could offer to the West. 

Nadwi, then, leads on to the Prophets appearing in the 
East, who concentrated upon ‘man ’ rather than his external 
world. They opened up his huge potential of energy. They 
invented neither tools nor machinery, but a new man. Their 
message and methodology stand in sharp contrast to the 
recent Western approach. The disastrous consequences of the 
Western preoccupation with the physical nature as against the 
spiritual are obvious. In faith, residing in the heart, lies the 
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key to man’s ultimate success, a faith which the West does 
not possess. The gulf between East and West is the gulf 
between faith and science. 

Only the faith as offered by the Prophets, Nadwi argues, 
even today, can bring the East and the West together. [Ed.] 



26 




1 



‘East is East and West is West’, Kipling wrote; and added, 
to clinch the matter, ‘And ne’er the twain shall meet’. It often 
happens that a poet finds fitting words to express a thought 
that has come to be widely accepted in a society and has 
played an important role in the formation of its beliefs and 
feelings. And then the thought becomes proverbial; it is held 
more firmly, is the more easily remembered. 

Kipling in that famous couplet epitomised the idea so long 
accepted, by East and West alike, that there must be this 
perpetual division of the human family. Certainly, I venture 
to say, I have not come across any literary expression that has 
done more harm to the hope for the unity of mankind. No 
matter how seemingly innocent and natural Kipling’s words 
may be, no matter how accurately they may describe an 
historical situation, expressions of this kind have contributed 
a great deal towards the preservation of East and West as 
hostile and irreconcilable. If ever, they seem to meet only to 
battle, with arms or words. 

For centuries East and West have remained at a distance, 
either in complete ignorance or possessing only extremely 
superficial knowledge of each other. Each has seen in the 
other rather its weakness and ugliness than its strength and 
beauty. Their mutual behaviour has hitherto been determined 
in an atmosphere of suspicion, fear and scorn. 

THE CRUSADES 

The first major encounter between East and West was the 
Crusades that could not have led to any just appreciation or 
even understanding of opponent’s beliefs and ethical 
attitudes. The atmosphere in which wars are fought by its 
very nature inhibits any serious study and appreciation of 



From a speech, given in Arabic on 11 October, 1963, at a meeting in 
the University of London, attended by a large number of students, 
teachers and scholars. 
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each other’s religious and ethical concepts, and hardly allows 
mutual co-operation on an equal and honourable footing. 
But the spirit behind the Crusades was aroused only by 
making the Crusaders believe indiscriminately all kinds of 
impossible reports about the Muslims’ beliefs and practices. 
Without their readiness to believe, for example, that the 
Muslims were pagan brutes, from whose clutches the Holy 
Land must be liberated, they would not have been so easily 
persuaded to make war. The Crusades did nevertheless, to 
some degree, reduce though not bridge the gulf between East 
and West. 

COLONIALISM 

A more direct and closer encounter took place in the 
nineteenth century when, for reasons political and economic, 
the West invaded the East. It brought with it everything it had 

— its civilisation and culture, science and technology, its 
systems of government and administration — everything, the 
good as well as the bad. The East, left long behind the West 
in its scientific and economic progress towards a more 
efficiently organised order of things, was dumbfounded by 
this onslaught: it was not in the right frame of mind to 
effectively understand the West or benefit from its 
achievements. Another factor that prevented appreciation of 
the West, let me say, was its own civilisation which had all the 
attributes of a civilisation whose religious impulse had 
atrophied. Moreover, the attitude of the Westerners was that 
they were the masters of the East. This attitude was 
compounded by a feeling of racial superiority manifested in 
individual behaviour as well as in general policies quite 
incompatible with human dignity and the spirit of democracy 

— ideas applauded by the Westerners, for which they had 
struggled exclusively in their own lands and exclusively for 
themselves. These policies could hardly assuage the injured 
feelings of those who till then were the rulers of the same 
lands. 

One consequence of the West’s impact on the East was the 
development among the Eastern peoples of an attitude of 
surrender, of abject subservience before Western values and 
ideas. The blind imitation of the West that accompanied this 
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development inevitably robbed the peoples of the East of 
their distinctive personality and of their self-respect. Equally 
inevitably the West could not look upon the East with 
feelings of even equality, much less esteem or admiration; 
certainly it could not turn to the East for inspiration or 
guidance, nor for anything original or creative — an East that 
seemed to have faded away and dissolved into the civilisation 
of the West. 

Most recently of all, the Eastern peoples have been 
absorbed by the idea of nationalism, imported from the 
West. The countries of the West had adopted it, turning away 
from the bond of the Roman Church; it aroused in them an 
enthusiasm which was almost ‘religious’ in nature. It is 
worthwhile observing here, though in parenthesis, that the 
West, having experienced the disaster and destruction 
generated by narrow-minded nationalism, is now retreating 
from this concept. But so deeply has nationalism taken root 
in the minds of the Eastern peoples who carry the torch of the 
Divine message, they dare not now imagine themselves 
helping the West with the light and guidance, they have, as 
they did in the past. Those custodians of the Divine message 
in its perfect and final form who could lead humanity 
towards a new world order of peace and happiness are now 
lost in the by-ways of nationalism, their sphere of 
effectiveness narrowed to limited geographical or linguistic or 
racial interests. They have sealed from mankind as a whole 
those rays of light destined to illumine the whole world which 
have always been the source of guidance. 

ORIENTALISM 

With the emergence of Orientalism it was expected that the 
gulf between East and West would be bridged, with fairness 
and justice; that the barriers between two families of 
mankind, resulting from ignorance or geographical 
remoteness would be lifted, and mutual understanding take 
their place. It was hoped that the Orientalists would be able 
to transmit to the West all the riches of the East — the 
teachings of the Prophets, the general moral values, the 
practical examples of the noble life set by the Prophets and by 
spiritual leaders, in the excellent code of laws and precepts 
for the guidance of human conduct. 
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True the Orientalists have many achievements to their 
credit, not least the rediscovery of many Islamic works long 
buried from the light of day. They collected, corrected and 
published manuscripts whose importance is impossible to 
deny. No-one who has any love of fairness or of learning will 
deny the scientific rigour and depth of their approach and 
their painstaking labours. But Muslims rightly feel that many 
of the Orientalists were inspired rather by religious and 
cultural prejudices than by scientific motives. They have 
therefore deeply disappointed the lovers of truth who 
expected from them greater immunity from emotional 
predilections and inherited prejudices, a greater interest in 
truth, a greater searching for the reality and, above all, a 
greater moral courage in acknowledging it. Orientalism has, 
alas, for all its apparent scientific method, failed to be 
genuinely scientific or bridge the gap between East and West. 
It has failed to give to the West what the soul of many a 
Westerner, disillusioned by the emptiness of a materialistic 
civilisation, has long been seeking, namely, a true and full 
picture of religion in general and of Islam in particular. I say 
of Islam in particular, because we Muslims believe it to be the 
last heavenly message to mankind and therefore a message of 
everlasting value. Islam embodies the teachings and wisdom 
of all earlier Divine revelations; it is in tune with the spirit of 
the age; it seeks to carry civilisation forward and not, as some 
religions do, backward; it, in fact, has a wonderful potential 
to free civilisation from rigid extremism and stagnation and 
to generate new moulds consistent with the spirit of its own 
teachings as well as the needs of our changing times. 

THE GULF REMAINS 

Crusades, colonialism, Orientalism — whatever the 
reasons, it is clear that East and West remain isolated from 
one another. Whenever the two came together it was in an 
atmosphere of mutual suspicion, even hatred. Seldom have 
they joined hands for the greater good of humanity and with 
a view to building an ideal civilisation. A readiness to 
exchange the natural capabilities and knowledge acquired 
through generations has been almost absent; exchange, if 
any, has taken place in a very restricted area. 
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THE ‘PROPHETIC MISSION’ 

The peculiar temperament of the East leavened by religion, 
has been inspired, from time to time, by noble Prophets and 
ceaselessly nourished by spiritual movements and the 
teachings of religious leaders. The East has directed its genius 
to the study and the making of man, rather than the world 
external to him. It has sought the infinitude within man, to 
discover mysteries within him, to awaken the hidden 
capacities therein, to awaken inner forces which have no 
equal, to orientate man’s tendencies and inclinations, for the 
reform and refinement of his morals, without which human 
life can have no sound basis. 

All the Prophets of God that came and the last of the 
Prophets, Muhammad, peace be upon them all, made the 
making of a new man their sole concern. 

They opened to man the infinite forces within. They 
awakened him to his hidden possibilities. They opened the 
eye of heart that he could see the Creator of this great 
universe and receive the treasures of light and life, 
knowledge, love and contentment, confidence and unity of 
moral purpose. They enabled man to know the real source of 
all life and order in the universe; to see the universe not as 
divided into many warring elements but as an integrated 
whole governed by one Omnipotent and Merciful Will, which 
does not discriminate between East and West: ‘His, verily, is 
all creation and commandment. Blessed be God; the Lord of 
the Worlds’ ( al-A‘raJ 7: 54). And, says the Qur’an further: 
‘The Lord of the East and of the West; there is no God save 
Him; so choose thou Him alone for thy Guardian’ ( al - 
Muzzammil, 73: 9). 

The Prophets thus liberated man from all forms of idolatry 
and dualism, from superstition and subservience to irrational 
tradition and legend and from every submission except 
submission before the Creator and Ruler of the universe. 

THE NEW MAN 

Through the window to man’s inner resources, the 
Prophets enabled him to see himself as the vicegerent of God 
in this world, in whom God had breathed a spark of His 
Divine spirit, to whom He gave knowledge, to whom He gave 
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the government of the world in His name, creating everything 
to serve man, and man to serve Him alone, trusting man with 
a sacred mission because he was created by God in the best of 
moulds such that He made the angels bow down before him, 
and thus forbade him thereafter to prostrate himself before 
any other creature. As God says: ‘Surely We created man of 
the best stature’ ( al-Tin , 95: 4) and ‘We have honoured the 
children of Adam; provided them with transport on land and 
sea; given them for sustenance things good and pure, and 
conferred on them special favours, above a great part of Our 
creation’ (al-Isra 17: 70). 

Because of the Prophets’ teachings, man saw the diverse 
peoples scattered through the length and breadth of the earth 
as a single family, originating from the same parents. In the 
light of the prophetic teaching mankind was one 
brotherhood, only that man being the most worthy of God’s 
affection who was the most benevolent towards God’s 
family. The diverse members of the human race were 
regarded as if members of one body, so that any feeling of 
pain in one member should be felt in another. The prophetic 
teachings made clear to man that all distinctions between the 
various members of the human family based upon colour, 
territory or nationality or material possessions, were a legacy 
from ignorance and barbarism; men listened when the 
Blessed Prophet, peace be upon him, said to the Lord in the 
darkness of the night — ‘I bear witness that all creatures are 
brothers’; and they listened when, in the broad light of day, 
he proclaimed aloud before huge crowds of people: ‘Oh men! 
all of you are from Adam, and Adam is from clay. There is 
no superiority for an Arab over a non-Arab; nor for a non- 
Arab over an Arab, nor for white over black, nor for black 
over white, except by virtue of piety’. As God says: ‘Oh 
mankind, We have created you from a male and female, and 
made you into peoples and tribes in order that you may know 
one from another. Truly the most honourable among you in 
the sight of God is the most pious among you’ ( al-Hujurat , 
49: 13). 

The Prophets of God who came and the last of the 
Prophets, Muhammad, peace be upon them all, were able to 
mobilise a potentiality in man that no branch of learning, 



32 




neither philosophy nor psychology, could ever have done or 
can ever do. In fact these branches of learning have not been 
able even to comprehend the full extent of human potential. 
But the Prophets did not merely mobilise this potential, they 
mobilised it to a certain end — the good of the individual and 
the good of mankind as a whole. They aroused in man the 
desire to seek God’s pleasure, to seek closeness with the 
Divine. They inspired him to love and obey God, and to love 
and serve God’s creatures; to strive for their happiness and 
well-being even at the cost of one’s own. They created in man 
the urge to bring his self to account in great depth and with 
meticulous detail. Their teachings discovered in man the 
potential for selfless love, for graciousness and delicacy of 
feeling, for compassion and imagination. They gave to him 
his greatest ideals — purity of soul, nobility of conduct, 
freedom from worldly success, and a sense of attainable 
sublimity. In sum, a new man is the greatest fruit of 
prophethood, the Prophets implanted in him a longing for 
God; their gifts to man were faith and knowledge of God, 
gifts available from no other source. Noble seeds they sowed; 
rich harvest they reaped. 

PROPHETIC METHODOLOGY 

These Prophets of the East did not concern themselves 
with discovering or exploiting the secrets of nature. They 
invented neither tools nor machinery; but pure intentions and 
noble pursuits they did create. 

As for natural or material success, these depend upon 
human will and direction. Where man has a lofty cause to 
serve, with true sincerity and conviction, he does, even with 
little means, achieve such mighty results and render such 
invaluable service to mankind as even a very advanced 
technological civilisation cannot. When there is a strong and 
sincere will, the unknown is somehow discovered, resources 
become available or sufficient, somehow difficulties are 
overcome, and man makes a way for himself over seemingly 
insuperable obstacles. 

By contrast, when there is no higher end in view to arouse 
genuine commitment, the greatest resources are wasted, and 
all the efforts of the toolmakers and the skilled labourers 



33 




ultimately come to nothing. I have no wish to undermine 
knowledge or the instruments man has acquired to serve his 
ends, but would stress that these are not indispensable when 
compared with some of the most elementary and most 
powerful human urges. Consider a man dying for food or 
drink, or a mother when care for her child swells up in her, or 
any lover longing for what he loves — the very intensity of 
feeling compels a search for the means of satisfying it. 

The Prophets sought to put before man the right kind of 
objectives, to draw from him the highest desire, the highest 
commitment. Once devotion to goodness and conviction are 
present, men do find ways of self-fulfilment. It was just this 
sincerity and intensity of desire that brought about the 
achievement of these noble objectives given to mankind in 
their most perfect form by the last of the Prophets. A 
civilisation was thus achieved out of very poor means indeed, 
a civilisation in which a man could live with honour and 
dignity and find comfort of mind and soul. To be sure this 
civilisation was of a relatively simple pattern, yet it contained 
great potential for growth and expansion in the future. 

WESTERN Cl VI LISA TION 

Then came the West’s turn — the age of Renaissance and 
discovery. At that time, for various reasons — the weakening 
of the hold of religious and moral values as a result of wrong 
and monopolistic conduct by the religious leaders, the 
economic and political pressures, the struggle for existence 
which the various European nations had gone through within 
the narrow boundaries of Europe, and all the attendant 
problems — the West turned its attention from man himself 
to the external world, from man as a spiritual entity to man as 
a physical structure; it turned from his heart and soul to the 
body of nature, to the sciences of physics, chemistry, 
astronomy, mathematics and so on. And it is God’s law that 
He gives to every man that for which he strives: ‘Of the 
bounties of the Lord We bestow freely on all — on these as 
well as those: the bounties of the Lord are not denied to 
anyone’ ( al-Isra 17: 20). 

The West made great strides in the natural sciences, 
discovering the secrets of nature, one after the other, 
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achieving success after success, until its present level of 
attainment, hardly dreamt of in the past. This needs no 
elaboration, particularly here in this place which is rightly 
considered as one of the pioneers of modern learning and 
Western civilisation; and in this University, where 1 have the 
honour of addressing you, there has continued, as in so many 
other similar universities of Europe, the advance of modern 
science and the discovery of the means for these astounding 
achievements in the fields of science and technology which 
are a blessing from God, the value of which should not be 
underrated. 

THE CONSEQUENCES 

These resources were in the nature of a means, an 
instrument. They brought enormous wealth, power, energy 
— much less could remove the barriers between peoples and 
between individuals, establish brotherhood, secure at last a 
genuine world peace, and guarantee happiness to every 
human being. East and West could come closer. All the 
obstacles that were the result of man’s poverty and weakness, 
that had plagued his life in the past, had gone. Machines and 
means enough existed for man to realise his objectives 
quickly and efficiently; there was no excuse whatsoever, 
none, for any seeker after virtue, any lover of humanity, for 
any standard-bearer of peace, there was no reason whatever 
for any individual, or society or state, to have failed. 

But has the world been transformed into a natural 
paradise? Have we rid ourselves of fear, anxiety, warfare, 
enmity, poverty, disease? Have we banished hatred and 
tyranny? Have we established peace and the brotherhood of 
man? What need of an answer? This great city of London has 
witnessed two horrendous global wars and has been a victim 
of all the destruction and suffering consequent upon them. 
And, we all live in an age haunted by the spectre of nuclear 
war. Whole libraries of books recount for us the 
waywardness of this civilisation, the profound misery of 
those who live within or outside its wealth and power, they 
recount the failure of its morality, the loosening of social ties 
and the disintegration of family, the gathering tensions and 
anxieties, the predominance of fear, the terrible isolation, the 
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feeling of having been betrayed and cast adrift. 

What has brought about these results? The resources 
themselves can hardly be blamed. The instruments and 
machines produced by modern civilisation were as capable of 
being used for the good of mankind; since they have no will 
or direction of their own, the blame lies elsewhere. 

FAITH, THE KEY 

The answer is no secret, nor requires extraordinary 
intelligence. It is that man himself has not kept pace with the 
progress of technology; institutions and machines have 
developed, but not human motives and attitudes. Indeed, it 
could be said that the sciences have progressed at the expense 
of a commensurate progress in man himself, in man’s 
morality, in his potential for the orientation of his tendencies 
and inclination towards a general good. Technology has 
advanced at the price of man’s heart and soul. The West has 
directed its genius, its intelligence and will, to the external 
world, and away from man himself who is the very soul of 
this universe, the masterpiece of creation. And even when it 
paid any heed to man’s inner seif, its access was limited by a 
thick crust of materialism that made it impossible to reach the 
ground of man’s inner reality, to really make contact with the 
very solid facts of the inner life, and so justly value faith and 
belief and morality. Likewise the West has shied away from 
the source that guides man and inspires him towards 
goodness: his heart, upon the soundness of which rests the 
soundness of his whole life. 

Unfortunately, even if the West wished to discover the 
secret to the world of the heart and guide humanity by it, it 
could not do so. For there is a special key which opens the 
doorway to man’s inner treasures. And however impressive 
the industries of the West may be, however fine their 
products and however great the genius of the peoples of the 
West, they are incapable of making that key or breaking the 
lock, for it is not like the lock of banks and factories; it is a 
spiritual lock, whose only key is ‘faith’; that key was gifted to 
humanity by Prophets, which has been lost, or lies buried 
beneath the dreary weight of modern civilisation or under the 
ruins of houses of worship. 
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FAITH AND SCIENCE 

The affliction of humanity lies in the separation of the 
West from the East, in the separation of science from faith, a 
separation which has proved disastrous for mankind. Faith 
had been making strides and growing for long ages in the 
East, while in more recent centuries, science has been making 
strides and growing in the West. And faith continues to wait 
for the companionship of science, while science stands lost in 
need of the guidance of faith. Humanity is waiting for the 
two to come together and co-operate in order to produce a 
new generation; and there can be no hope of peace and true 
happiness without this blessed co-operation between faith 
and science. 

THE CALL TO THE WEST 

As for the East, my friends of the West, its wealth does not 
consist of ‘oil’, the black gold which you transport to your 
respective countries and then use to run planes and cars. Its 
real wealth is that faith which sprang up and blossomed 
there. You already benefited from some of this wealth at the 
beginning of your Christian era. Then again, in the opening 
decades of the seventh century A.D., the same treasure of 
wealth gushed forth in the desert of Arabia, and burst thence 
with a force and speed unprecedented in human history. 
From a remote valley in Arabia, it reached in no time to the 
farthest ends of the then known world, showering its 
blessings everywhere, enriching every part of the world so 
that there blossomed forth everywhere a new life. It can still 
be appropriated and made use of. It is still capable of 
overcoming all the problems that confront our modern 
civilisation; it can inject into it fresh vigour and a new vitality 
by providing a new sense of purpose, by reorienting the 
instruments and institutions of science and technology. This 
alone can lead to the making of a new society, the dawn of a 
new age. Upon you, who belong to this great country, lies a 
great responsibility, for you were the pioneers of modern 
world civilisation, and your national life is still energetic, still 
full of creative possibility. You can inaugurate a new era, set 
human history on a new course. 

Hearken the Qur’an: ‘There hath come to you from God a 
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new Light and a perspicuous Book — wherewith God guideth 
all who seek His pleasure to ways of peace and safety, and 
leadeth them out of darkness by His Will, into the Light, and 
guideth them to a path that is straight.’ ( al-Ma’ida , 5: 15-16). 



38 




Chapter Two 



The Barriers of Pride and Arrogance 



What prevents the West from responding positively to the 
guidance offered by the Prophets of God, most of whom 
appeared in the East, the final embodiment of their teachings 
being Islam as brought by the last of them, Muhammad, may 
Allah bless all of them? 

Nadwi identifies pride and arrogance as the major reasons. 
First the Greeks, then the Romans: each in turn attained great 
heights of intellectual and material progress, each followed 
the path of decay and degeneration, each was offered the 
prophetic guidance, each rejected the hand extended to it for 
it appeared from a world which they considered to be 
barbarous. The same story was repeated after the advent of 
the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, in the sixth 
century. He breathed new life into the decaying human 
culture of the time and established the socio-religious order 
which was the common heritage of humanity. It was 
unfortunate that when the same Islam, though weakened in 
spirit, reached Europe — in Spain and Sicily — it was 
rejected and its traces were barbarically erased. Thus Europe 
never received the true message of the Prophets, with the 
result that its entire progress took place in a wrong 
framework. 

The advances in science and technology made by the West 
have obviously placed increasing powers in the hands of man, 
but not the ability to use them properly. The nations of the 
East are blindly following the West and are prey to the same 
diseases. But, says Nadwi, there is no other panacea for the 
ills of mankind; any nation, whether Eastern or Western, 
may come forward and embrace the Divine guidance and 
hold its banner aloft. [Ed.] 
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There is a story — perhaps you know it — of a high-caste 
Raja who very nearly drowned while bathing. He was rescued 
by a man of very low birth who, seeing the Raja’s plight, 
promptly dived in and brought him safely to the bank. 
Naturally the Raja wanted to know the rescuer’s name. 
However, when he realised the man’s low caste he was deeply 
incensed and ordered the man severely punished for defiling 
him by his unholy touch. The man was duly punished and 
made an example of. Now it happened that the Raja found 
himself drowning again in the same river and, by coincidence, 
the same low-born man saw him. This time, however, the 
man did not act promptly; he reflected instead on the 
punishment he had received before. He might easily have 
rescued the Raja but dared not do so, and the high-born 
noble Raja lost his life in consequence. 

Now you may think this story exaggerated — but there is 
nothing in it so incredible if you take into account the 
oddities of the human mind. Family pride and self-conceit 
have drowned many individuals, many peoples — so blinded 
by prejudice that they would rather face extinction than 
accept help or advice from someone they regard, through 
force of tradition or simply racial arrogance, as inferior. 
There are many examples of this in the moral and religious 
history of mankind — one may find the pattern even now in 
the attitude of the civilised, progressive nations of the world. 
No, the story of the Raja is no mere fable — it tells a truth 
and expresses one of the underlying causes of the death of 
nations. 

THE GREEK CIVILISA TION 

Who has not heard the name of Greece, birthplace of 



From an article in Urdu written in 1949, and published in the Daily 
Ta‘mir of Lucknow, later rendered into Arabic and published in Al- 
Muslimun of Damascus. 
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world-famous philosophers, poets and scientists? Socrates, 
Plato, Aristotle — the land was abundant with intellectual 
genius and its people provided with every resource to make it 
great and prosperous. In its day of glory it was the fountain- 
head of all the creative arts that require human ingenuity and 
intellectual refinement. Other nations prided themselves 
upon being the disciples of Greek successes in philosophy, in 
science, in poetry and drama, in mathematics, sculpture, 
architecture, in the sciences of government. 

Yet, for all this, there is so much more that does not fall 
within the domain of human reason: the mysteries of life — 
the origin, duration, meaning of Creation, immortality and 
its relation to mortality, the nature and relation of good and 
evil, of lawful and unlawful. Such questions Greek reason 
could not and did not deal with — they are beyond hair- 
splitting logic, beyond unaided human intellect. The Greeks 
treated them at best with poetic fancies, and with serious 
consequences. They attributed to God frailties that would 
shame even human beings and that made God ineffective in 
questions of man’s ethical and social conduct. They 
rationalised primitive mythology, sanctifying a chaotic 
hierarchy of gods and goddesses whose lusts and passions 
made love and fear of God impossible. The moral and 
religious life of the Greeks degenerated, accepted standards 
of good and evil conduct lost all authority. Philosophical 
reasoning was used to morally justify every act of treachery, 
lust or sensuality — thus, reasons were advanced to explain 
the need and benefits of prostitution. 

Finally, this famous land of philosophers, poets, scientists, 
fell victim to the moral chaos it had itself generated, and the 
lamp of learning was extinguished. 

Just at the time when Greek civilisation had reached its last 
stages of decadence, there arose, in the lands to the south- 
east of Greece and among a people known to be intellectually 
backward, men who came to be called Prophets of God. 
These men were not philosophers, nor poets, nor 
mathematicians, but inspired by faith and armed with Divine 
guidance. They possessed a knowledge, vouchsafed them by 
God, of the mysteries of life, and of the certainty of final 
human destiny fulfilled in the life to come. What the Greeks 
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possessed was by contrast a tangled web of knowledge more 
and more difficult to unravel as time passed — they played 
with the pebbles on the seashore of knowledge while the 
Prophets traversed the currents and discovered the pearls of 
the sea. The Greeks knew everything except themselves — 
they had no knowledge of how to encourage a single human 
being towards piety and purity, no knowledge of God, the 
Creator and Sustainer of the world. Greek civilisation 
stagnated in a chaos of intellectual rootlessness and bodily 
lusts. The Prophets of the East were by contrast a dynamic 
force — whoever was touched by their teaching felt himself 
become morally and spiritually purer, freed from the 
domination of desire. The Greeks’ philosophy helped not a 
single individual to withstand his own desires and follow a 
virtuous life: the Prophets offered no book-learning 
whatsoever, but their teaching enabled their followers to 
triumph over every temptation of their lower selves, to reach 
the highest pinnacle of humanity. 

The Prophets offered their guidance to the Greeks, without 
asking for any reward, but were rejected with scorn — how 
could an illiterate people, utterly ignorant of her arts and 
sciences, help Greece? That is how her very knowledge 
became a millstone round her neck; her civilisation rotted 
with the poison of godlessness; her strength sapped, and she 
finally tottered to ruins. The Qur’an draws a vivid image: 

For when their apostles 
Came to them 

With clear signs, they exulted 
In such knowledge (and skill) 

As they had; but 

That very (wrath) at which 

They were wont to scoff 

Hemmed them in. (Al-Mu’min, 40: 83) 

THE ROMAN CIVILISA TION 

The same fate overtook Rome, the political and intellectual 
heir of Greece. It surpassed Greece in the external 
organisation of society, in the art of constitution-making, in 
political administration and the techniques of warfare. Its 
extensive empire comprised all three continents of Europe, 
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Asia and Africa; in its day of glory it had no equal for 
political and military might, or for advancement of the 
technologies of building, sculpture, painting. But Rome too 
declined. Like Greece it failed to penetrate the real mysteries 
of life; it drew no inspiration from the vital message of the 
Prophets. Rome delighted in idolatry and the worship of 
human gods; its life became weighed down by extravagance, 
luxury, love of pleasure for its own sake, economic 
exploitation of class by class, so much so that the cruel 
perversions of gladiatorial sports, of flagellation of slaves, 
and crucifixion of innocent men and women came to be 
looked upon as noble arts. 

A great many Prophets of God were born, at this time, in 
the eastern territories of the empire. The fame of their 
teaching spread to Rome where the men of power scorned to 
hear them. The Romans believed themselves to be born rulers 
— how should they then bring themselves to follow those 
who were their subjects and slaves? Their argument was time 
born, explains the Qur’an: 

If (this Message) were 
A good thing, (such men) 

Would not have gone 

To it first, before us. ( al-Ahqaf 46: 11) 

The Romans heeded not the Prophets. Their national self- 
conceit and arrogance produced the evils of immorality, self- 
indulgence and anarchy which drowned their civilisation: 

That was because there 
Came to them apostles 
With clear signs, 

But they said: 

‘Shall (mere) human beings 
Direct us?’ So they rejected 
(The Message) and turned away 
But God can do without (them) 

And God is 
Free of all needs, 

Worthy of all praise. ( al-Taghabun , 64: 6) 

THE SIXTH CENTURY WORLD 

In the sixth century, Rome, Persia, China and India were 



43 




the most civilised countries of the world, but rot had set in in 
every root and branch of human life. The lamps of guidance 
lit by the great Prophets burnt dimly and were on the point of 
extinction. Science and learning were devoid of the 
inspiration of faith and of the true knowledge of God. 
Religion and culture were under the sway of superstition and 
hypothetical conjectures and, in politics, social life and 
morality, human desires had full and unrestricted play. Both 
kingship and priesthood had become vehicles of exploitation. 
Churches, synagogues, temples — all had abdicated the 
leadership of mankind to Satan. Christianity, Zorastrianism 
and Hinduism had all lost their spiritual glow. These religions 
had become incapable of creating among the masses or the 
intellectuals any desire for moral purity, dutifulness and 
genuine love and fear of God. They lacked clear-cut 
principles on the basis of which a healthy social or collective 
edifice could be raised. 

In Persia and Rome more and more taxes and fines made 
the life of the poor miserable and they became so completely 
absorbed in the cares and anxieties of everyday existence that 
they could give no thought to the deeper problems of life. 
The middle classes had been completely corrupted by the 
desire for more and more wealth and by an insatiable craving 
to model their lives upon those of the richer classes. Life had 
become so costly and their living standards had risen so high 
that the Persian nobles paid out thousands of gold coins to 
purchase a single head-gear. In their dress, diet and 
household adornments the Persians had gone to the last 
extreme of luxury and refinement. 

In India caste-divisions were becoming even more rigid and 
the natural differences between man and man were increased 
a thousand-fold by artificial distinctions. Sexual immorality 
invaded not only the literature of the land but also the 
temples and sacred houses of worship. Wealth and power 
became the sole objects of human endeavour. Religion was 
reduced to a few meaningless rituals and philosophic 
wranglings. 

In short, the civilised nations of the world lay prostrate 
under the benumbing weight of their own culture and had 
lost all capacity to receive the Divine guidance and make it 
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the goal of their lives. 

THE ADVENT OF THE PROPHET 

God in His wisdom chose for the spiritual regeneration of 
humanity a people who, though idolatrous and not far 
behind other nations in their immoralities, were yet free from 
the evils created by a highly artificial civilisation, by the 
wealth and power and by slavery to a far-flung empire. From 
among this people God chose a person distinguished by his 
noble heritage and unique for his extraordinary qualities of 
wisdom, courage, large-heartedness and capacity for 
leadership. He proved by the success of his missionary 
efforts, by his perseverance and toil, by his moral purity and 
spiritual greatness, that no one among all mankind was better 
fitted to shoulder the immense burden of prophethood. 

Mankind had grown to maturity and the course of the 
world pointed clearly to the fact that it could no longer 
remain divided into racial and national compartments. 
Accordingly, Muhammad, the Prophet of God, peace be 
upon him, gave to the world a social and religious order 
complete in its details, clear in its outlines, that provides 
conclusively for the needs of all nations in the world, all 
classes among the nations, all individuals in the different 
classes and the circumstances of each individual’s life; it 
offers adequate guidance to the poor as well as the rich, the 
rulers as well as the ruled, the young as well as the old, the 
civilised as well as the uncivilised, the high intellectuals as well 
as the unlettered and uneducated masses. In the social- 
religious order that he established, each individual is afforded 
the right and opportunity to develop to the utmost of his 
capacity and to achieve within human limits, the highest 
spiritual progress. No divisions of race, nationality and 
historical periods are admitted in this framework which 
contains within itself metaphysical tenets as well as well- 
defined and clear-cut principles and laws for the regulation of 
human needs. These laws are generous enough not to require 
amendments or additions. 

Moreover, the system of life brought by the Prophet 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, contains not only 
important legal precepts and social laws, it provides adequate 
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spiritual motives for their observance and powerful 
psychological deterrents against their neglect. And his 
teachings are backed by the highest force of personal example 
and a life of dynamic activity lived in accordance with them. 

THE ISLAMIC ORDER 

This socio-religious order was the common heritage of all 
humanity, every nation and every land having an equal share 
therein. It gave an equal chance to all peoples to achieve the 
maximum of progress: no nation or race was singled out as 
having a monopoly. God clearly declared: ‘We have divided 
you into tribes and families that you may be distinguished 
from each other; the highest and most respectable in the sight 
of God is he who is most God-fearing’ ( al-Hujurat , 49: 13). 
The Prophet himself explained: Each one of you is descended 
from Adam and Adam was made of clay. The Arabs have no 
superiority over the non-Arabs nor the non-Arabs over the 
Arabs except on grounds of piety and moral purity. 

In the early period of Islam we find Salman of Persia, 
Suhaib of Rome and Bilal of Abyssinia and their several 
compatriots working side by side with the Quraish of Makka 
and the Ansars of Madina. We hear a great Caliph like ‘Umar 
address Bilal, the black Abyssinian, as ‘our chief and leader’. 
Even later in the history of Islam we find new Muslims and 
Persians occupying the seats of religious learning in the cities 
and centres of knowledge of the Islamic world, offering 
guidance to the Arab chiefs and Muslims who had inherited 
Islam from their forefathers, and it is known for a fact that 
their verdicts commanded universal respect and obedience. 
Once Abdul Malik, a famous Umayyad Caliph, enquired of a 
traveller the names of the religious heads and distinguished 
men of learning in the great cities of Islam. He was surprised 
to learn that only in one city, the highest position among men 
of learning had gone to an Arab. In all other places non-Arab 
slaves or men descended from non-Arab slaves, occupied the 
highest seats of learning. On the occasion of Hajj, the 
greatest international gathering of Muslims, when the people 
from the whole Muslim world come together at one place, it 
was proclaimed that no one else except ‘Ata bin Abl Ribah, 
a freed slave, was competent to deliver judgements on 
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disputed questions. 

The whole history of Islam furnishes ample evidence to 
show that Islam gave equal and unfettered opportunities of 
development to men of diverse nationalities and races who 
accepted its message and joined its ranks and it elevated them 
without the slightest distinction of race or nationality and on 
this basis was fulfilled the prophecy of the Qur’an about the 
Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, in respect of the 
oppressed and downtrodden people — he urges them to do 
good and prohibits them from evil-doing. He makes clean 
things lawful unto them and makes unlawful unto them 
things which are unclean and he removes from them the 
fetters and burdens which weigh them down (al-A‘raf, 7: 
157). They tasted the sweetness of life for the first time and 
they achieved progress in all directions. Politically they 
founded kingdoms and empires, intellectually they added to 
the treasure-house of learning. 

RELIGION AND EUROPEAN MISFORTUNE 

Islam spread to Europe through Spain and flourished there 
for nearly eight hundred years. The Arabs of Spain suffered 
from many shortcomings. They were certainly far behind the 
Companions of the Prophet, peace be upon him, in religious 
sincerity and missionary fervour, still Europe had a splendid 
opportunity during the Arab rule over Spain to study the 
principles and laws of Islam through the writings of Spanish 
Muslims and examine its characteristics as a new social order. 
But Europe missed this opportunity owing to its religious 
prejudices and racial pride, two peculiarities which have 
always marked it and which it has received from ancient 
Greece and Rome as its emotional heritage. The people of 
Europe always looked upon Spanish Muslims as their 
political enemies. They did learn science and philosophy from 
them but took no notice of what was really valuable in their 
social life, until at last in a frenzy of religious prejudice and 
blind hostility they drove the Muslims out of Spain towards 
the African continent and then set out to efface, in a spirit of 
barbaric vandalism, all traces of their religious and cultural 
life from their country — this, even though Islamic culture 
had greatly enriched their own lives. They succeeded in 
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exiling Islam from the country where it had showered its 
innumerable blessings. 

This vandalism delayed the Western renaissance by several 
centuries and when it did come at last, it started within the 
wrong framework, within mistaken conceptions about 
human life and destiny. As a result, Europe itself and the 
whole world of which it has become the intellectual leader 
was plunged into godlessness, moral anarchy and the pursuit 
of material desires and comforts. Europe had received no real 
light and no true guidance from religion. It was led by a few 
superstitions, prejudices and certain commentaries and 
interpretations of Christian scholars. The latter had compiled 
a whole world geography and an ecclesiastical world history 
which clashed with scientific discoveries and the latest 
advances in knowledge. 

A stable and virtuous civilisation can be built only on a 
right conception of God, His attributes, the necessity of 
Divine revelation and its role in ordering human affairs and a 
view of life which shows man his right place in the total 
scheme of life. These things were totally strange to the 
European mind and a perverted Christianity, concerned only 
with the preservation of the spiritual and temporal power of 
the Church, insistent on the absolute veracity of the 
geographical and physical references in the scriptures, could 
hardly offer effective guidance. 

Europe, in short, had never had the opportunity to 
understand and realise what a real religion can be like. If it 
had known real religion, the conflict between science and 
religion could have been avoided and all its evil 
consequences. So long as Islam was dominant in Spain, there 
was still a chance for Europe to realise the value of religion as 
a society-shaping power. But having missed it, through its 
blindness and prejudice, Europe had no alternative but to fall 
back on Christianity as the sole representative of religion, 
and Christianity in the form in which it then existed gave a 
totally false idea of religion. It made no distinction between 
the eternal values of life and the readjustments needed in 
social affairs owing to the change of circumstances. The 
standard-bearers of Christianity stood in the way of every 
intellectual advance and scientific progress, because they 
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stuck to the old commentaries. They even went so far as to 
inflict severe punishments upon the new scientists and 
philosophers who repudiated old notions such as the 
movement of the sun round the earth. In consequence of 
their intellectual obscurantism and terrorism, men of light 
and learning all over Europe rebelled against religion and 
started their scientific investigations and philosophical 
speculation in complete indifference, nay blind opposition, to 
all religion and morality. 

THE CONSEQUENCES 

This wrong start in the field of knowledge produced many 
undesirable consequences. It made the progress of Western 
enlightenment aimless; lost in unravelling the maze of nature, 
unable to reach its Creator. European sciences missed the 
higher and more ultimate realities of knowledge. They did, 
no doubt, discover innumerable new facts and bring forward 
an imposing array of scientific truths; but failed to synthesise 
them into a purposeful, life-giving whole. This knowledge 
could offer no guidance to humanity in search of righteous 
living. Deprived of religious guidance, it lost self-discipline 
and moral sense. The new sciences achieved victory after 
victory in the field of knowledge, but left humanity in deeper 
moral darkness than they found it in. 

The increase of knowledge meant an increase of powers in 
the hands of individuals and communities, but there was 
nothing in the life of the new civilisation to control these fast- 
growing powers. Man has become a giant of physical 
resources but in his passions and emotions remains a child, 
and in his inclinations and predilections, a follower of the 
devil. He has obtained control of the air, steam and 
electricity, of the innumerable forces of nature, but remains 
ignorant of and indifferent to the forces of virtue and 
righteousness and the objective of a good, healthy and 
balanced life, for these things can come only from a 
particular type of religious training which is anathema to the 
modern mind. Man is wasting his powers and resources either 
on trivial objects which are useful to humanity only in the 
narrowest sense or in destructive savageries fatal to himself 
and the civilisation he has built. National selfishness 
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dominates the scene in Europe leading to national and class 
conflicts which destroy the lives and happiness of millions of 
human beings. Not content with this, Europe and America 
are now planning for a global war in which atomic weapons 
may annihilate everything human. 

All the scientific discoveries of Europe, all its stupendous 
knowledge, will prove useless without the guidance of 
religion. There is much that is useful in this knowledge for 
certain narrow objectives but, on the whole, it does not give 
us those governing principles on which a healthy corporate 
existence can be built. Europe has solved many complex 
questions and answered many difficult enquiries about 
processes of the external physical universe, but the complex 
problems of its own life still defy solution and become every 
day more complex, more tangled and more difficult of 
solution. 

ISLAM IS THE ANSWER 

There is now only one way for the salvation of the Western 
world and that is to acknowledge its moral and intellectual 
failure as far as the ultimate issues of life and the guiding 
framework for social and corporate existence are concerned, 
and to turn to religion and prophetic revelation for the 
necessary guidance. Only a religion that gives the Western 
nations a right conception of God, of His attributes and His 
means; that inspires the Western mind with love and fear of 
Him; that awakens the soul without weakening intellect; that 
creates strong faith in an after-life when man will be held to 
account for all his deeds, secret or open, that provides, in the 
example of the Prophet’s life, peace be upon him, and works 
(recorded in meticulous detail by reliable observers and 
historians), a substantial and practical guidance in every area 
of life — only such a religion can prevent the collapse from 
within of European civilisation. 

But perhaps this will not be religion in the Western sense of 
the word, rather a complete social order whose actual 
working has been exemplified in the lives of millions of 
human beings belonging to different periods of history and in 
conformity with which the administration and governments 
of many countries and empires have been run. This religion 
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will be free from the monasticism of Christianity, the 
materialism of the modern West, the yogic beliefs and 
practices of ancient India, the luxurious living of the ancient 
Persians, the softness and aesthetic excesses of the Greeks 
and the harsh rigours of the stoic philosophers. It should 
repudiate nationalism and stress the essential unity of all 
nations, races and classes. It should make man less selfish 
and free him from the domination of desire and thereby 
harness his energies to the constructive tasks of civilisation. 

This kind of teaching with all the qualities I have 
enumerated is still extant in the Qur’an, the only religious 
book free from human interpolation and alive in all its first 
purity. It can still put new life into the nations of the world, 
its inexhaustible intellectual wealth is still to hand and 
capable of facing the problems of modern times. The 
Qur’an’s profundity of thought remains accessible to general 
human understanding without the aid of laboured 
interpretations. 

Likewise the Prophet’s life, peace be upon him, and the 
wisdom of his teachings are applicable to all, covering a 
variety of situations and problems. For rich or poor, for 
young and old, for husbands or fathers, for wives or 
daughters, for the rulers and the ruled, for the treaty-maker 
or the sovereign at war — the Qur’an and the life of 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, provide a store of principles 
and norms by which even the vastly altered conditions of 
modern life can be enriched and guided towards an equitable 
social order that really does permit to all men opportunity for 
fulfilment. 

For the Western nations to turn to Islam requires 
enormous moral courage, it requires an admission of failure 
— and this precisely stands in the way of their taking the right 
path. The men in power in the West would rather see nations 
destroyed, landscapes and resources devastated, the whole of 
humanity plbnged into distress, than make the admission. A 
false sense of prestige, inflated pride in their scientific and 
material progress, prevents them turning to the life-work of 
that unlettered Prophet, peace be upon him, who alone offers 
the hope of salvation. The result of this self-conceit is that 
generations of mankind face the possible destruction of all 
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existence. 

And in the nations of Asia that are following in the 
footsteps of the European nations, there are the same, if not 
worse, problems. They too lack the spiritual reserves which 
alone can liberate human beings from the enslavement of 
desire. The great teachings of the Prophets, peace be upon 
them, had here showered their blessings but are now a spent 
force because of studied negligence — perverted and 
deformed by the over-refined debates of scholars and the 
logic-chopping of philosophers. Moreover, the peoples of the 
East lack the sense of national solidarity and the 
consciousness of citizenship, prevalent in the West, even 
though they have assumed the great burdens of ruling 
themselves. They cannot rise above petty selfish ends, and 
social and moral evils go unchecked: for example, social 
diseases like bribery, corruption and partisanship, have 
assumed enormous proportions that before operated in a 
relatively contained sphere. 

WORSHIP OF THIS WORLD 

However, these are only the symptoms of a much deeper 
sickness — excessive love, even worship, of this life. When 
individuals and nations fall to this sickness, states and 
empires decay and disintegrate, nations are enslaved or 
subjugated, brother plots against brother, treachery, cruelty, 
greed become the norms of conduct. Modern education 
seems rather to feed than cure this sickness. The only cure is 
to inspire men with a sincere faith in God, in the 
accountability of man for his actions in the life to come. 

It is true that all nations have produced great men, poets or 
philosophers, scholars, soldiers, statesmen, heroes, and their 
history does not lack examples of great selfishness, splendid 
sincerity and sacrifice: there are noble traditions of loyalty, 
patriotism, love of liberty. And these must be preserved by 
the governments and peoples concerned for they are a 
precious heritage. But they are plainly insufficient as a 
guiding and ennobling force in the complexities of man’s 
collective life and the general shaping of human destinies. It 
is only the teachings of the Prophets of God, above all of the 
Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon them all, that can rescue 



52 




us (as they did fourteen hundred years ago) from social and 
moral decadence and the threat of total annihilation. Those 
teachings, fortunately, have been preserved intact by his 
followers. 

For the nations of Asia, the Qur’an and the teachings of 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, are easier of access, but 
they have no monopoly. Just as in the past, the Seljuki and 
then the Ottoman Turks assumed the leadership of the 
Muslim world and replaced the Arabs as the champions of 
Islam, so it is equally open to any modern nation to adopt the 
teachings of the Prophet, peace be upon him, and become the 
spearhead of a new movement and the spiritual leader of 
mankind in place of the present-day Muslims who seem to 
have lost the spirit of those teachings. 

If any of your children or those whom you hold dear 
suffers from illness or disease you go to every doctor or 
physician and do not confine your efforts to any particular 
system of medicine. You have an open mind and examine 
with absolute impartiality the claims of every alternative 
method of treatment. The same impartiality and open- 
mindedness should be extended to rival theories of life and 
competing socio-religious orders by those who are presiding 
over the destinies of an ailing civilisation or guiding the 
affairs of particular nations which suffer from social and 
moral weakness of a dangerous nature. Surely the 
responsibilities of national and international leaders are 
much greater than those of individuals who have to look after 
diseased and sick loved ones. If the latter can rise above their 
personal likes and dislikes in order to save the lives of their 
dear ones, those at the helm of affairs should be much more 
open-minded and catholic in the search for social cures with a 
view to bringing salvation, peace and stability to their 
peoples. What the Holy Qur’an said to the peoples of the 
sixth century is as valid in the twentieth, and as urgent: 

Light and guidance has come to you from God. Those who 
desire to earn the pleasure of God are shown the way of peace 
and safety by the Qur’an and such people are taken out by 
God from darkness into light and led to the right path. 
(al-Ma’ida, 5: 15-16) 
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Chapter Three 

The Message to Germany 

Why not Germany, asks Nadwi? 

Germany occupies a special place among the nations of 
Europe because of some of its outstanding qualities as well as 
the intellectual contributions it has made to European 
civilisation. It has been a land of restless revolutionaries — 
like Martin Luther (d. 1546), Immanuel Kant (d. 1804), 
Friedrich Nietzsche (d. 1900), Karl Marx (d. 1883). At the 
same time the German nation has exhibited human qualities 
of self-confidence, innovation and industry. It has also 
fought two world wars in an unsuccessful bid for world 
leadership. 

Yet Germany also failed to chart out a course different 
from that of Western civilisation in general. It made no 
attempt to create a new man, or a new society. If it had, it 
could have easily attained the leadership of mankind. 

The failure of Germany must be viewed in the perspective 
of the history of religion in Europe. It received a version of 
Christianity which subscribed to the dogmas of incarnation 
and vicarious atonement. It saw the representatives of this 
religion acting in morally degenerate ways and suppressing 
the advance of science and knowledge. The result has been a 
conflict between science and religion, exclusion of religion 
from public affairs and a general indifference to it. On the 
other hand, Europe also remained estranged from Islam for 
reasons explained earlier. One important factor has been the 
confrontation that Europe had with the Ottomans. No doubt 
the Turks gave a new impetus to Islam, but some of their 
actions in Europe can hardly be justified from an objective 
Islamic criteria. 

The world today faces a void and a great danger. Who, 
among the nations of the world, shall come forward and hold 
the torch of Islam? [Ed.] 
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OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS 

The German nation has for centuries enjoyed a remarkable 
reputation for courage and adventurousness, together with 
sobriety of thought, pragmatism and untiring industry. It has 
produced a great number of outstanding personalities whose 
moral and intellectual achievements have left a lasting 
impression upon the philosophy and conduct of Western 
society. To illustrate this let me briefly recall three men from 
this great number, each of whom founded a distinctive school 
of thought. 

First, Martin Luther. Luther directed his energies to the 
Bible with a view to reformation in the Church as it then 
existed; he preached passionately for containment of the 
unlimited rights and powers enjoyed by the Pope and the 
priests. The mark he left upon Christianity has proved 
indelible: he is known, and rightly, as the founder of a 
religion — Protestantism. Secondly, Immanuel Kant, the 
philosopher whose profound Critique of Pure Reason laid 
bare the limitation of human reason, reducing the whole 
work of the rationalists to a heap of ruins. Kant has been 
justly described as God’s greatest gift to this country. 
Thirdly, I name in my list, Nietzsche, a radically unorthodox 
thinker who, in revolt against the prevailing intellectual 
system (largely Christian) waged a life-long battle against the 
beliefs and assumptions, and the philosophies, current in his 
time. 

Each of these schools of thought or movements showed the 
revolutionary boldness, the restless originality and capacity 
for profound change, that are basic and characteristic 
elements in the make-up of the German people. These 
movements were revolutionary in the real sense — at times 
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their influence was limited and faint, but often very 
extensive, profound and clearly defined. Revolutionary 
outlook and intellectual restlessness were embodied at the 
highest level in the person of Karl Marx — a man whose 
thought led to what is considered the greatest rebellion 
against the existing (but archaic) systems of the present age, 
and whose thought still nourishes restlessness in a very large 
part of the world. 

The German people have been justly famed too for their 
intense urge to attain a leading place among the world’s 
nations, for their great self-confidence. The last two World 
Wars were, at bottom, a restless revolutionary adventure into 
the sphere of world politics and domination. Even today this 
nation is fired by optimism, by the need to satisfy through 
solid achievements its immense capacity for creative work. 
Germany could not otherwise have survived the disasters it 
has experienced over the first fifty or so years of this century, 
disasters that have few parallels in history. Where most 
nations would have been paralysed by absolute defeat, the 
German people have more than survived — out of the debris 
of World War II they have reconstructed and revived a 
vigorous social, industrial and aesthetic life. 

SHORTCOMINGS 

However, neither the adventures and experiences of this 
mighty nation, nor the revolutionary movements initiated by 
it could bring notable changes except within limited circles. 
Germany has undeniably played an important part in the 
orientation of European thought and the evolution of 
Western society. But it could not totally transform the basic 
religious trends in Europe, nor could it repair and renovate 
the common man’s way of thinking or living. It failed to set 
up a new and healthy society, to create a new and better 
world. The two wars were fought for worldly objectives — 
not for the sake of the purification of Christianity, nor for 
the sake of high moral values, nor for the establishment of 
humanistic principles; nor was their objective the wresting of 
leadership from the tyrant and unrighteous and its transfer to 
the just and merciful — they were not waged to stamp out 
sin, vice, lewdness and inhumanity. I may be excused if I say 
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that, in fact, they were fought for the sole purpose of 
wresting power and supremacy: both the contestants seemed 
to agree that injustice, tyranny, aggression and spoliation 
might continue undisturbed but exclusively under its own 
supervision and guidance. 

Given their eminent position among the world’s nations, 
one wonders, might not the German people have aimed 
rather at bringing about a world revolution more extensive 
and far-reaching in its effect than that which has been 
achieved by all past turmoils? A revolution to benefit not 
Germany only, not Europe only, but the whole of mankind? 
A revolution aimed at bringing about genuine world peace, 
and healthy and creative change? How more valuable such a 
revolution would have been had the distinguished leaders of 
Germany brought it about. 

In spite of its setbacks Germany is abreast of the rest of 
Europe, perhaps even ahead of it — certainly in terms of 
resourcefulness, of inventiveness in the ambition to produce 
the amenities of life, Germany is giving the lead to its 
neighbours. But in the present order of things, its use of the 
remarkable intelligence and genius of her people, their 
technical skill and perfection, their sense of discipline and 
perseverance, has been restricted to serving this ambition. 
While it is true that Germany has outpaced her neighbours in 
industrial development, in international trade and 
commercial strength, yet, of Germany one might have 
expected more. 

THE UNREALISED POSSIBILITIES 

One might have expected that this nation, which has ever 
been a cradle and home of revolutionary thinkers, might 
rebel against a civilisation that has converted man into a 
wayward, destructive being, a civilisation in which man is 
adapted to the machine and in process of becoming a 
machine — deaf and blind, heartless and soulless, lacking 
either belief or conscience. In this civilisation the entire world 
is becoming a vast gambling hall for quick risks and quick 
profits, and for human souls a vast slaughterhouse. It 
recognises only trade and commerce as its objectives and so 
has rendered life void of its real joy, of variety with depth of 
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appreciation. 

One might have hoped that Germany might resist a 
civilisation in which life has been reduced to pointless moving 
hither and thither, to constant anxiety amid a general 
competitiveness that is both fruitless and aimless. Deprived 
of his most precious and noble attributes — faith, sincerity 
and purity of thought, depth and simplicity of desire, 
humanity — what is man? What is he, if not a blindfolded 
bullock tethered to a machine, stupefied and spiritually 
dying? 

It was no idle hope that some European nation, but most 
especially Germany, should reverse the ideologies and 
artificial values that have so debased man, and bring about a 
change, not only in their own land, but throughout the 
world. These ideologies and values though man-made are yet 
deeply revered — as though divine in origin — but they have 
robbed man of his serenity, sapped and side-tracked his 
resourcefulness, and quite destroyed his real freedom. 

The German people, whose true worth has never been 
rightly appreciated by their European neighbours, who have 
always been envied, distrusted and unequally treated by 
them, have nevertheless served the same ideology and for the 
same goal — material success, that too, with their special 
genius and phenomenal efficiency. Germany has not, as 
perhaps it alone could, tried to break the artificial and 
narrow bounds within which Europe has been living for 
centuries. It has not tried to take that great leap forward to 
change its own destiny and that of the world and to secure for 
itself the leadership of the world. Germany might have 
opened a new chapter in world history by altogether freeing 
mankind of the old and the new — the oriental and the 
occidental — ways of life and thought, and thus rescued the 
world from the desperate consequences of materialism to 
which science, adapted to the service of technology, has 
committed mankind. Compared to this, the achievements of 
all the revolutionary leaders and thinkers (whether in 
economics or sociology or politics) would have paled into 
insignificance. 
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RELIGION IN EUROPE 

It is puzzling and incomprehensible that Europe with all its 
dynamism, Europe which is full of life’s good things, which 
leads the majority of the civilised world, which has opened up 
the natural universe, harnessed matter and energy to its 
service — it is puzzling that such a Europe, stranger to a static 
or inactive life, should be associated with a religious system 
that (while preaching humanism) believes in an intermediary 
between man and his Creator and subscribes to the principle 
of vicarious atonement in the crucifixion of Christ. It is 
puzzling because this is a dogma that belittles the worthiness 
of action and effort and thereby undermines will and activity, 
initiative and achievement. 

To cap it all, representatives of this religion acted for a 
long time as barriers between the inquisitive, ambitious, 
dynamic people of Europe and the realms of knowledge and 
discursive reason. Deviations from the theories advanced by 
the commentators of the Bible and from the teachings of the 
clergy, were considered heretical. Persons who in the light of 
their own commonsense, observations and experience gave 
vent to their opinion in any way differently from those of the 
commentators or the clergy were persecuted with a cruelty 
unparalleled in the history of any other religion. 

In course of time Europe rose against the bigotry and 
narrow-mindedness of the Church and resisted the 
unjustified persecution: it burst all the restraints that had 
imprisoned it and then advanced materially to an extent 
before undreamt of. Great strides were made in the arts and 
literature, in the natural and social sciences. The effort 
exhausted Europe mentally and physically — it lost that 
balance which is the mainspring of the genuine well-being of 
man, and adopted that extreme materialism of outlook 
which, with the passage of time, has become its second 
nature. The Church retains even today some sort of sway 
over many Western countries but, by and large, a European’s 
attitude towards religion is divorced from all reason and 
commonsense, and in matters relating to civilisation and 
culture he acts quite independently of it. This separation and 
contradiction between belief and action is the essential 
feature of every step he makes towards progress and of every 
facet of his way of living. 
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EUROPE AND ISLAM 

Apart from this contradiction, the fact that Europe 
remained a stranger to Islam, a religion with uncompromised 
monotheism as its basis and clear-cut beliefs, distinguished 
for its simplicity, practicability, dynamism, self-confidence 
and respect for human endeavour, has been an event of tragic 
significance. In the scale of values of this religious system, the 
individual’s effort and action occupy a very high place; so 
much so, that according to its cardinal articles of faith, they 
are the basis of reward or retribution, both in this life and the 
Hereafter. According to Islam, this life is but a bridge to 
cross over to the next world; thus inspiring a man to develop 
the qualities of disciplined manliness and dedication to high- 
minded ideals. Europe remained oblivious to the Apostle of 
this Divine message about whom the Qur’an in its inimitable 
and majestic style says: he is ‘the Prophet who can neither 
read nor write, whom they will find inscribed in “Torah and 
the Gospel” (which are) with them. He will enjoin on them 
that which is right and forbid them that which is wrong. He 
will make lawful for them all the good things and prohibit for 
them only the foul, and he will relieve them of their burden 
and the fetters that they used to wear’ (al-A‘raf, 7: 157). 

The Crusades and, in their wake, the clergy and the 
missionaries and those European authors who neither had a 
bent for research nor possessed religious values, were mainly 
responsible for keeping Europe estranged from and 
antagonistic to Islam and its Prophet, peace be upon him. 
They presented the Prophet, peace be upon him, and his 
message in shockingly hideous colours as a result of which 
wildly incredible and false sayings have gained currency. The 
dark halo created round Islam by such sayings, assiduously 
propagated for generations, prevented Europe from 
acknowledging Islam and its Prophet, peace be upon him, 
and appreciating their greatness. Instances of this vilification 
can be easily picked out from any book written on them or 
related subjects during the Middle Ages or even long 
afterwards. Even today many a zealous Western author refers 
to and repeats these accusations, though with novel 
techniques and from new angles. 

There has been yet another important reason for Europe’s 
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antagonism, her deliberate hostility towards Islam — that is 
the presence in Europe of the Turks. The Ottomans were 
regarded as the sole representatives of Islam and, given that 
they occupied large portions of Europe and did, sometimes, 
act violently and unjustly, an objective appraisal of Islam was 
difficult to achieve. 

The consequence of Europe’s estrangement from Islam has 
been profound. Had any European nation accepted its 
message, world history might have taken a quite different 
course — civilisation would surely not be rushing insanely 
towards its own destruction, nor would religion and morality 
have become so irrelevant and ineffective and life so 
meaningless — and the East would not have been, as it is, 
certainly, the easy target for extermination, exploitation and 
oppression. 

NEED OF THE HOUR 

The world is suffering from a void, a great lack — it has 
done for centuries. There is need of a nation that is strong in 
all respects — a nation that, through believing and 
propagating the true, final Message, will tackle all the 
problems of the world and lead humanity to its rightful 
destiny. Such a nation must unite faith and morality and 
action — combine modern culture, creativeness, energy, with 
a will to steer the world from evil towards virtue, from 
destructiveness towards order and construction. 

The Turks under the Ottoman rule, did, in the fifteenth 
century, perform this role in the East. They led the then 
Islamic world, giving to it a new life, a new impulse and 
energy. Partly because of their backwardness in the modern 
sciences and in organisation, but also because they were 
continually occupied in repelling European invasions, the 
Turks could not fulfil the same role in Europe. From the time 
of the Renaissance which gave birth to a new order, the Turks 
were outstripped by other nations in Europe. Thus the void 
remains to be filled by some nation — oriental or occidental 
— which can combine faith and science, integrate the eternal 
heavenly message with reason, knowledge and progressive 
outlook, adapt modern resources to moral objectives, give to 
a despondent world staring at its own death, hope and 
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meaning, a new future. Only such a nation can be the true 
leader of mankind; it alone can change the course of history. 

This would require a revolution indeed — one to make all 
others heretofore pale and insignificant by comparison. It 
would require a tremendous moral and intellectual courage; a 
tremendous capacity for sacrifice, to move from one way of 
life to another, from the present order of things to a quite 
new order, from one faith to another. Such a move would 
bring to you, the people of Germany, leadership and 
greatness in the world, and, more importantly — and this was 
not dreamt of by these bold war-loving leaders who plunged 
this nation into the horror of two world wars — it would 
bring respect, a deep peace, a spiritual contentment and joy. 
A profound revolution of this kind with such an objective — 
that truly would give right direction to your material power 
and political supremacy; you would be leaders by being the 
examples for humanity. Such leadership is promised in the 
Holy Qur’an in these verses: 

And We wished to be Gracious to those who were being 
depressed in the land, to make them leaders (in faith) and 
make them heirs. ( al-Qasas , 28: 5) 

And We appointed from among them leaders, giving Guidance 
under Our Command, so long as they persevered with patience 
and continued to have faith in Our signs. (al-Sajda, 32: 24) 
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Chapter Four 



Material Abundance without 
Faith in God 



From Germany Nadwi turns to America. 

America today is looked to as the leader of the Western 
civilisation. It may also be called, rightly, the paradise of 
material abundance on this planet. But its predicament, 
according to Nadwi, lies in making a god of man himself — a 
denial that the will of the Creator rules supreme. Nothing 
portrays the American predicament, indeed that of the 
modern age, better than the parable of the man provided with 
gardens bearing plenteous fruits, in seemingly complete 
security. If America is friendless today, it is for no reason 
other than that it is godless. 

Muslims who have come to reside in America, says Nadwi, 
owe a duty to their new abode. To America they must 
communicate the message of faith in One God. [Ed.] 
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4 



WHA T IS MISSING? 

Brothers and sisters, it makes me very happy to be with you 
here in Washington, the capital city of the United States of 
America, which may be described as the hub of the world. 
Today its influence is felt everywhere, and in all spheres of 
life, social, political and economic. We may like it or not, but 
no-one can deny it. 

How did America acquire this position of pre-eminence? 
How much does it owe to skill, industry and organisation and 
how much is on account of our deficiencies? Those are 
complex questions that we need not go into here. 

From the point of view of material progress, this country is 
a paradise on earth, and, excuse me for saying so, this is what 
has brought you to it from your native lands, India, 
Pakistan, Syria, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and so on. There is no 
harm in it either, for don’t pieces of iron collect around the 
magnet or thirsty people rush to the place where there is 
water? I have seen America from coast to coast, both as an 
ordinary tourist and a student of the Qur’an and history, and 
have found something wanting here. And that is exactly what 
has been alluded to in the Qur’anic verses we have just heard. 

May God bless the learned friend who recited the verses 
from Sura al-Kahf (18) and reward him generously in both 
the worlds. He has brought home to us a world of truths and 
realities, and, by the by, done me a great service. I was 
thinking what I was going to say at this meeting. There are, of 
course, so many things one can talk about, and it is difficult 
to choose. 1 was wondering what message 1 should or could 
offer to you, here in the States, I was wondering what you'd 



From a speech delivered at the Islamic Centre of Washington on 25 
June, 1977, attended, among others, by Indian, Pakistani and Arab 
scholars. The proceedings began with the recitation by an Egyptian 
scholar of the passage, ‘Set forth to them the parable of two men; for 
one of them We provided two gardens of grape-vines. . . ’from Sura al- 
Kahf (18) which served very appropriately as the theme of the speech. 
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like to hear from me, when, suddenly, the Qur’an rescued me 
as it always does, and I felt that a wonderful portrait of the 
modern age, which has come to the extreme pinnacle of 
material development, had been drawn in these verses. 

For one of them We provided two gardens of grape-vines. And 
surrounded them with date palms; in between the two we 
placed corn-fields. Both the gardens have their fruit and with- 
held naught thereof. And We caused a river to gush forth 
therein. And he had fruit. And he said to his comrade, when 
he spoke with him: I am more than thee in wealth and stronger 
in respect of men. ( al-Kahf 18: 32-34) 

Can a better portrait be drawn of modern America? Gardens 
of grape-vines! Does not this great land present a spectacle of 
luxuriance and plentitude? What is lacking in it? What fruit is 
not found here? All the gifts of the Lord are abundantly 
available. 

And yet there is something sadly wanting to which 
attention has been drawn by the thoughtful and believing 
friend in these words: 

When thou entered the garden, why did thou not say: That 
which Allah willeth (will come to pass)! There is no strength 
save in Allah! {al-Kahf, 18: 39) 

That Masha’ Allah, la quwwata ilia billah (that which 
Allah willeth; there is no power but in God), that is missing. 
This Masha’ Allah, la quwwata ilia billah has the power to 
turn dust into gold, raise material progress to the level of 
worship of the highest order, check the rebellious beast of the 
carnal self so that it becomes a most happy and blessed means 
for carrying man to his ultimate destination. It is the master 
key that can open any lock. One thing the Western world 
does not possess is this. On the face of it, these are just a 
couple of words which we utter routinely in everyday life. 
Masha’ Allah; when did you come?’ Masha’ Allah, when 
did you have this new suit made?’ And so on. In fact, of 
course, the expression contains an ocean of profound 
meaning — only we tend to forget that meaning. 
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THE WILL OF GOD 

Masha’ Allah has a marvellous power to subdue the 
materialistic conceptions and conceit of man that lead him 
into the delusion that whatever is happening around him is of 
his own choice and making. We utter it mechanically, 
without the faintest idea of its intrinsic significance, but what 
Masha’ Allah denotes, in sum, is that whatever takes place in 
the world is by the command of God and by His power and 
authority; the credit for it does not go to man, nor does praise 
belong to him. 

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds. ( al-Fatiha , 1 : 1) 

Allah is He who raised the heavens without any pillars. ( al - 

Ra‘d, 13: 2) 

But His command, when He intendeth a thing, is only that 

He saith unto it: Be! and it is. ( Yd Sin, 36: 82). 

This attribute of the Divine, expressed in such verses as I 
have quoted, has been compressed into the single pithy 
phrase — Masha’ Allah, la quwwata ilia billah: only that 
which Allah willeth will happen. He is the Author of all 
things, the Creator of all things. There is no power save in 
Allah. 

Today, America is a living example of ‘He hath loaded you 
with His favours both without and within’ {Luqman, 31: 20) 
and ‘Abundantly supplied with sustenance from every place’ 
{al-Nahl, 16: 112). Wealth is here pouring up from the earth 
and down from the heavens. Then, why is America not a 
living example to the world of real peace and contentment, of 
good understanding and security? 

WHY AMERICA IS FRIENDLESS 

True, the United States can claim to be the benefactor of 
the world and, God knows, for many people it is the great 
provider of the daily bread. But how many countries feel 
sincerely grateful to it? America is giving food, money and 
arms to scores of nations and aiding them in the 
implementation of their development plans. But what is it 
getting in return? A number of countries feel protected 
against external aggression because of their defence pacts and 
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other arrangements with America. For them its friendship is 
the greatest guarantee of peace and the preservation of their 
sovereignty. Yet, no one is giving thanks to it. On the 
contrary, they never miss an opportunity to denounce it. An 
undercurrent of hatred is found everywhere against it. 
America has no sincere friend, no true well-wisher in any part 
of the world. 

Do the leaders of this great country not feel it? Are its 
thinkers blissfully unaware of this reality? No, they must 
know that for all its dollars what America is getting back is a 
kick here and a let-down there. But have they ever tried to go 
to the root of the matter? A little honest self-study will show 
that at the bottom of it all lies America’s own insincerity. Its 
entire aid concept and aid machinery is devoid of true 
magnanimity. Its generosity is a cloak for the exploitation of 
the weaker and the poorer nations. It gives, not to enable 
them to stand on their feet, but rather to perpetuate their 
dependence. 

On the other hand, the Prophets devoted their time and 
energy to the service of mankind and gave it the priceless gifts 
of faith, truth, sincerity and universal brotherhood, and, as a 
consequence, nations and communities became their slaves. 
The Egyptians, Syrians and Iraqis renounced their languages, 
cultures and ancient civilisations, and willingly accepted the 
rule of the Arabs, or, rather, of the Muslim Arabs, and even 
their language. At present, a campaign is being conducted in 
our Eastern countries against the English language, even to 
the extent of removing it from the sign-boards: however, so 
far, not a voice has been raised against the Arabic language in 
the Arab world. In fact, no reaction or hostility against 
Islamic civilisation or the Arab-Islamic culture is felt in the 
Arabic-speaking countries while, perhaps, a feeling of disgust 
and intolerance is building up against the European 
civilisation in various parts of the world and the day is not far 
off when they will throw it out and revive the Eastern or their 
own indigenous civilisations. 

WITHOUT DIVINE LIGHT 

There is everything in America save the light of the Book of 
God and Divine guidance. The belief that it is God who 
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finally directs the affairs of the world, that God has power 
over all things, and that all that we have achieved is by God’s 
grace and that we should spend what we possess according to 
His Will and Command, and in His path: this is the one great 
void in this mighty land. 

It has gardens of grape-vines, but not Masha’ Allah la 
guwwata ilia billah. In the parable of the two men the 
possessor of the gardens is a plain materialist, the soul of 
rebellious ingratitude, an egotist, while the other is a truthful 
Believer: he is weak, he does not possess gardens of grape- 
vines, but he is a Believer and God has blessed him with faith. 
The gardens withhold nothing. They pour out all that they 
have, like a spring gushing out of the earth, abundantly. 

The man says to his richer neighbour, ‘Very well, but why 
did you not say: That which Allah willeth will come to pass; 
there is no power save in Allah, when you went into the 
garden? You should have avowed that it all was by the grace 
and benevolence of the Lord, and a manifestation of His 
might and mercifulness’. 

THE MUSLIM RESPONSIBILITY 

America does not say, Americans do not feel, that their 
wealth and power are the gifts of God. But Why? It is a long 
and distressing story; shameful, too, for us Muslims. 
Distressing, because had America been blessed with faith, the 
history of mankind would have been different and we would 
have been free from the fear of a nuclear holocaust. 
Shameful, because it is we Muslims who failed to bring Islam 
here, despite many opportunities which the Lord gave us. 
Muslims came to the West when it was beginning its rise, and 
there was the opportunity during the Muslim rule of Spain to 
communicate vigorously to the European people the message 
of Islam. Alas, we Muslims were asleep or too busy building 
wonderful places and mosques, like al-Hambra and al- 
Zahra. Our contribution to the distressful circumstance that 
the world’s most powerful nation faces should only shame us. 
However, even now, for its own sake as well as for the peace 
of the world, what America urgently needs is to forge a living 
unity between its own enormous energies and the wisdom of 
Prophethood. But Christianity can hardly do that. 
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It has long been and is now ineffective: it has leaned too 
hard towards monasticism and renunciation of earthly life; it 
has been (through the Church) too vigorously anti-scientific 
to be of any use to a modern soul. It attempted to push back 
the rising tide of knowledge, instead of demonstrating 
toleration and moderation to the eager, enterprising people 
of Europe and America. It could not say, like Islam, ‘show us 
the straight path’; or ‘Our Lord, give us good in this world, 
and good in the Hereafter’. 

Christianity lost its soul centuries ago when it stepped out 
of Palestine and entered into the Hellenic-Roman world. 
Christianity of today is not the Christianity of Jesus; it is the 
invention of St. Paul (as Neitzsche put it). It cannot guide a 
dynamic country like America. 

It is up to us now to present a forceful and true account of 
Islam as what it is, a balanced, comprehensive and 
comprehensible picture of how man and God must relate. 

SUBMIT TO GOD 

To the citizens of the United States we say: our best wishes 
to you. We do not grudge you your attainments. We don’t 
regard your progress with contempt. What we do ask you 
most earnestly is only to add Masha’ Allah, wa la quwwata 
ilia billah to what you have. Subordinate your worldly 
possessions and phenomenal achievements to the will of God. 
Place it all under the control and authority of the Divine law. 
Use it for the rebirth and rescue of mankind; for the 
generation of an atmosphere of universal (non-exclusive) 
equality and fraternity and justice, and freedom from fear in 
the world. Let there be no distinctions of race, colour or 
wealth between man and man. Use your enormous resources 
for the reconstruction of the world’s economies. You will in 
this way be helping yourselves as well, for your civilisation 
cannot otherwise survive for long. Iqbal put it well: 

The arrant intellect that laid bare the treasures of nature, 

In its own nest is threatened by the lightning it has released. 

Muslims do not renounce the world but regard it as an 
important transitional stage in man’s onward journey, for his 
real and final home is in the Hereafter. Their attitude towards 
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life is governed by the Qur’anic verse which says: 

And for that Abode of the Hereafter We assign it unto those 
who seek not oppression in the earth, nor yet corruption. The 
(good) sequel is for those who ward off (evil). (al-Qasas, 28: 
83) 

To conclude, let me thank you for coming here to give a 
Muslim brother a patient hearing. May Allah protect you and 
your faith, and may your next generation also be believers in 
Islam. 

Do not die save as Muslims. ( al-Baqara , 2: 132) 

My fervent prayer is that you remain true to this 
commandment. May you bow your heads low before God, 
perform Prayers regularly and adhere steadfastly to the 
kalima as long as you live in this world, and when you depart 
from it, may the radiance of faith be in your hearts and the 
kalima of la ilaha illallah, Muhammadur Rasiilullah on your 
lips! 
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Chapter Five 



Slavery to Machines 



The bliss of material abundance that the American 
paradise offers has been brought about as a result of 
tremendous progress that she has made in science and 
technology. Yet technology is not a neutral force which only 
serves man; it tries to become his master. If man is without 
faith in God, points out Nadwi, he is quite likely to become a 
slave to his machines. America, as it is today, is a living 
testimony to this truth. 

Submission to one God — Islam — raises a man to the level 
of the vicegerency of God; it gives him freedom from servility 
to many gods. America, despite its mastery over the world, 
has itself become a slave to its own creations because it has 
forsaken the true God. Unfortunately Christianity did not 
have the capability to protect America from falling into this 
abyss. [Ed.] 
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I am here, as you know, at the invitation of the Muslim 
Community Centre; I acknowledge with deep gratitude the 
opportunity not only of coming to this great land but also of 
seeing it from coast to coast, of meeting people and speaking 
to them. It is indeed a new world for me — not, of course, in 
the sense that it was for Columbus, but new from the 
viewpoint of a student who possesses some knowledge of 
religion. I have travelled from New York to California and 
also visited Canada, covering in these few weeks some 4,000 
miles. I address you, now, at the end of the tour. Naturally 
you will be curious to know my impressions. Coming as I do 
from a country that is, so to speak, backward in relation to 
the developments in the West, I should have remarked with 
enthusiasm upon the phenomenal developments in evidence 
here — but you are more familiar with them than 1, and it is 
therefore unnecessary. So, let me begin with the following 
verses of Jalaluddln Rumi, verses Allama Iqbal uses to open 
Asrar-i-Khiidl, ‘Secrets of the Self’, his long Persian poem: 

Last night the Shaikh wandered about the town with a lamp. 

Saying: ‘I am tired of demon and beast; man is my desire. 

My heart is sick of the feeble-hearted fellow-traveller; 

The Lion of God and Rustam-i-Dastan are my desire. 

I said, ‘We too searched for him, but he couldn’t be found’. 

He replied ‘what cannot be found — that thing is my desire’. 

Rum! tells of a sage wandering the dark town streets, lamp 
in hand, as though in search of some long-lost thing. The poet 
wants to know what that thing is, and the sage explains that 
he is tired of ‘demon and beast’, tired of living where the 
‘feeble-spirited’ live like animals, and in this sickness he 
desires the Lion of God Hadrat ‘All, or Rustam the son of 
Zal, the great hero of pre-Islamic Persia, to restore his faith 
in man. And, when the poet responds that this is an 



From a speech delivered at the Muslim Community Centre, Chicago, 
on 19 June, 1977, before a large gathering of educated Muslims. 
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impossible quest, the wise old man tells him that even so, it is 
the rare and unattainable that he seeks. 

Perhaps what Rumf says will surprise you, for he lived in 
Anatolia, not a backward place — on the contrary, it was one 
of the most advanced regions of the then civilised world, 
where the foundations of the magnificent Seljuk kingdom 
were about to be laid. He was born in Balkh in Iran, the most 
civilised country of those days, that could justly be described 
as the Greece of the East — in philosophy and literature its 
glorious contribution has left an indelible mark on the pages 
of history. Nevertheless, Rurm was sick at heart and in those 
verses he tries to show the wounds deep inside his heart. He 
tells the story through the ‘wise man’ but it is his own story: 
he pines for man; even in that wonderful city, that land of 
culture and enlightenment, he pines for man. There is 
everything to be found there — stately mansions, flourishing 
gardens, exotic food, elegance of dress and manners — but 
not man. To be sure, there are human forms and figures, but 
not real men. Rumf’s thought is more explicit in another 
verse where he says: 

These are not men, only men’s faces they have, 

Slaves of the stomach, victims of sensuality. 

MEN OR SLA VES TO MACHINES? 

I have seen of America what could be seen during a brief 
stay, travelling from north to south, east to west. What has 
struck me most is the supremacy of machines. The flowering 
here is the flowering of commerce and technology: the 
physical sciences have reached the utmost point of their 
development and given whatever they could by way of 
progressively greater ease and luxury. 

But how would you answer if asked how many real men 
lived in this country, humming as it is with vigorous activity? 
Men whose hearts beat and eyes moisten for the sake of 
humanity? Men who hold the reins of life and carnal desire 
instead of being driven by them? Men who are aware of their 
Creator and whose hearts are filled with love for Him and 
respect for mankind? Who lead a simple life, in harmony 
with nature, and are conscious of true joy and genuine 
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contentment? Who do not thrill to tension and conflict in the 
world, who hate rather the greed and selfishness of the 
politicians? Men who wish every country well and wish it 
prosperity, eager rather to give than grab? Who do not 
believe the aim of life to be eating, drinking and being merry, 
but discover the greater happiness of feeding another man 
and going hungry themselves? Men who dream of the 
reconstruction of the world and are not solely preoccupied 
with the growth and power of their own land? Who really 
want to see the world united — not on the transitory and 
artificial platform of the United Nations but on the real and 
natural basis of the oneness of mankind? Men who know the 
beginning and end of existence and remain mindful of it; who 
understand that they would not, after completing their span 
of life, merely perish in dust like insects, but would have to go 
somewhere and render account of how they used the 
tremendous capabilities with which God endowed them? And 
what capabilities — to impart energy to stones, to conquer 
the air and the oceans, to harness the rays of the sun, even to 
walk on the moon. Men who feel that their glory does not lie 
in breathing life into inanimate matter and subjugating the 
world through it, but in bringing life to themselves. 

God created man and created him vicegerent of the world 
and all its resources, of all matter, not to be the slave of 
matter but to make matter his slave or, rather, to make it 
God’s slave, to employ it in the fulfilment of God’s will. 

I ask again, how many real men live in this country, 
capable of the vicegerency of the world in the way God meant 
it? How many who do not see greatness in subjugating other 
peoples, but see it instead in the selfless service of mankind, 
in putting an end to the exploitation of one country or 
community by another? How many in America aspire to 
release humanity from slavery to the inordinate 
acquisitiveness of power, wealth, even intellect? 

ONE BOND, UNLIMITED FREEDOM 

Islam raised the head of the bedouin Arab so high that he 
could say to Rustam, Commander-in-Chief of Persia, and 
say very plainly — ‘We have been sent by Allah to deliver 
whom He wills from the overlordship of His slaves, of men 
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like him, to His own overlordship; from the narrowness of 
the world to its boundlessness, from the oppressiveness of 
other religions to the justice of Islam’. And he could say this, 
the poor bedouin, to the mighty Rustam whose very name 
was enough to strike terror into an enemy’s heart — ‘God has 
appointed us to rescue men from the worship of fellow men 
and lead them to the worship of no one save God; to bring 
men out of the prison you so grandly name the Persian 
Empire into the wide, limitless world of God, into the open 
air of freedom. We pity not ourselves but you. It is your 
wretchedness that has evoked sympathy in our hearts and 
drawn us so far from the desert land of Arabia. We come to 
set you free from the golden cage in which you are as captive 
as the nightingales are in theirs, and bring you to the 
boundless kingdom of God. You are the slaves of your 
desires and habits, of your musicians and cooks and water- 
bearers, while we are the slaves of God. We come to deliver 
you from the innumerable forms of slavery into the one and 
only true freedom — that in God’. 

Truly, freedom is one; servility and slavery manyfold. For 
the darkness has many faces, but light is one. Thus, nur 
(light) is always singular in the Qur’an as, for instance, in the 
passage: ‘Allah is the protecting friend of those who believe. 
He brings them out of %ulumat into nur’ ( al-Baqara , 2: 257). 
('. Zulumat ’ is the plural of ‘zulmat’, meaning darkness). 
Why is nur always singular? Not because the Arabic language 
has no plural for it, but because light is one, its origin is one 
— the awareness of God. There is no other source of 
guidance if the light from God is not available. Reflecting 
upon America, the following verses of Iqbal come to mind: 

Though Europe is radiant with the light of knowledge, 

The ‘Ocean of Darkness’ is barren of the ‘Fount of Life’. 

A nation unblessed by Divine light, 

Steam and electricity bound its works. 

Iqbal never visited the United States, but his knowledge of 
the West is deeper than ours. There is an old saying that the 
‘Fountain of Life’ is found in the ‘Ocean of Darkness’. 
Alexander, reportedly, made Khawaja Khidr (said to be a 
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Prophet who discovered the ‘Fountain of Life’ and drank of 
it) his guide and requested him to conduct him to the waters 
of immortality in the ‘Ocean of Darkness’ — but even 
Khawaja Khidr confessed inability. Iqbal observes, alluding 
to this, that the West is like an Ocean of Darkness lacking the 
Fountain of Life. The West made the material world its focus 
and limit of endeavour, and progress within it the highest 
goal of that endeavour. Of course the West has been 
staggeringly successful; because it is the way of God that He 
makes His help available, in fullest measure, to man, in 
whatever sphere man chooses for his attention. The heart of 
the problem is making the right choice. What, then, is the 
final outcome for a people, deprived of the light of Divine 
guidance, who turn their back upon Prophets, who rely 
wholly upon human reason, devoting all their energies to 
matter, to mass manufacture and to weapons; who conquer 
matter, but not the soul, who subjugate the world, but not 
the spirit? 

THE ROLE OF CHRISTIANITY 

Those of you who have studied the history of Western 
civilisation and read J. W. Draper’s History of the Conflict 
between Religion and Science will agree that once Europe was 
converted to Christianity there could be no outcome but a 
headlong plunge into materialism. Christianity offered no 
encouragement to intellect, nor gave a practical guidance for 
the organisation of society. It wanted to take Europe 
backwards while the Europeans, eager and restless by 
temperament, wanted to press onward. Opportunity and 
achievement lay before them and the competition for 
advancement urged them to stop at nothing. They could not 
rest content with a narrow sphere of growth and progress in 
which they had to live by the Bible and ask the clerics whether 
such-and-such a thing was or was not lawful. It was a tragedy 
not only for Europe but for the whole world that Christianity 
fell to its lot. No religion was more inimical to the spirit of 
Europe and the natural disposition of its people, just as, as a 
little thought will show, no religion was more in keeping with 
its genius and capable of giving it a proper sense of direction 
than Islam. 
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According to Christian doctrine man is born with the heavy 
load of original sin on his head. How then can he have faith 
in himself? How can a man who is feeling ashamed, because 
he is born a sinner, look boldly at the universe, discover the 
forces of nature, plumb the depths of the oceans and dream 
of reaching the planets? How can a man who believes that sin 
is ingrained in his nature, that he is in need of an external 
atonement to be offered on his behalf, undertake with bold 
pride the discovery and conquest of nature? Here was a 
contradiction the parallel of which can scarcely be found in 
the world. It was as if two horses had been harnessed to 
opposite ends of the cart. Under the influence of climatic and 
other environmental factors, the Europeans were eager to go 
forward, to do something, but Christianity pulled them back 
towards monasticism. The clerics openly preached that 
earthly life was a bad business, and that the spiritual 
advancement of man lay in escape from it. Ideally, to attain 
salvation, a man should live in the mountains, dedicate his 
life to the Church, and practise celibacy. A perusal of Lecky’s 
History of European Morals will reinforce the point. Such 
was the Christianity that reached the West. In the event the 
West decided that if it was to progress, it should not only free 
itself from the shackles of the Church, but also take leave of 
all religion. Significantly enough, while the decline of the 
Muslim world started when it abandoned Islam, the rise of 
the West began when it forsook Christianity. 

SLA VER Y TO MACHINES 

The culmination of that process has, today, made America 
a slave of machines. The supremacy of the United States is 
accepted all over the world and its hand is seen in everything 
that happens anywhere. No country, Muslim or non-Muslim, 
is altogether free from its control or influence, felt in one 
form or another. Plans are made here and enforced in our 
countries, and our own leaders implement them. Today, 
America has enslaved the world, but it has, itself, become the 
slave of its technologies. It is a prisoner of its way of life, of 
material progress, of factories and laboratories, of fancy 
goods and gadgets. One thing that I did not see here was 
‘man’, a real man whose heart was alive and awake, and not 
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the working part of a machine. Man, here, has become so 
thoroughly adapted to technology and an artificial 
environment, that his ideas and emotions too have become 
mechanical. The properties of rock and iron have entered 
into his soul. He has become narrow, selfish, cold, unfeeling, 
impervious to the needs of humanity. There is no warmth in 
his heart; no moisture in his eyes. This is the unhappy reality 
that I have observed during my stay in America. 
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Chapter Six 



Had America been Blessed 
with Islam! 



Nadwi starts by acknowledging, ungrudgingly, the great 
progress that has been made by America, and other Western 
nations in many areas of human civilisation. This has been 
possible because all their energies have remained 
concentrated on material progress. They have failed to pay 
attention to the immense world of ‘heart’ that lies within. 
Had they received the Divine guidance, their own fate and the 
fate of the entire world would have been different; history 
would have taken a new course. 

For this unfortunate situation, apart from Christianity, 
Muslims are to blame and ‘no amount of regret is too much ’. 
Islam, in every respect, is the more suitable religion for 
mankind. It is free of doctrines like original sin, incarnation 
and atonement. Unfortunately, as Europe turned back from 
Christianity it turned back from religion and worship also. 

Muslims, now living in America, must come forward and 
shoulder the heavy responsibility for making amends for past 
shortcomings. They should not be engrossed in merely 
acquiring higher education or earning money. 

True there is no Muslim society which can serve as an 
example of Islam. But there is no reason to despair. Did not 
the Prophet, peace be upon him, without much power or 
strength, extend an invitation to the mightiest emperors of his 
time to come and submit to One God? Shall those Muslims 
who have chosen to live in America fail to follow his 
example? [Ed.] 
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6 



Surely We created man of the best stature 
Then We reduced him to the lowest of the low. 

(< al-Tin , 95: 4-5) 

Friends and brothers — I begin, as these verses of the 
Qur’an suggest to me, with a statement that may well startle 
you: the Western world, right across from Europe to the 
Americas, is most fortunate, and yet it is most unfortunate. 
Such a contradiction in one and the same breath may seem 
strange to you. But the verses just read to you — they too 
appear self-contradictory, though they convey a profound 
reality. What is true of man is also true of this part of the 
world. Like the whole of the West, America is at once lucky 
and unlucky, and this state of affairs is of serious concern 
because, for reasons I have discussed at length in my book, 
Islam and the West, this country has been vested by God with 
leadership of the world. Nations have risen to great heights in 
the past and then declined into obscurity, but no nation ever 
before has exercised such worldwide influence, owned such 
power and prestige — for this reason America’s situation 
affects the whole world, and we must all take note. 

THE LAND OF PLENTY 

America is fortunate because nature has been most 
generous to it. The Lord has bestowed His gifts lavishly upon 
this country. Its people are resourceful and enterprising, full 
of enthusiasm for living. They have been granted such 
tenacity of purpose, such resolution, that they have made 
their country a paradise. They have unravelled nature’s 
mysteries and harnessed its forces to their use. In the words 



From a speech delivered on 6 June, 1977, in the Hall of the Divinity 
College of Harvard University. The audience included University 
teachers and scholars with a large number of students from different 
parts of the country also attending. The occasion began with the recital 
of Sura al-Tin by a black American Muslim. 
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of Iqbal, they have ‘enchained the rays of the sun’, and 
‘sought the orbits of the stars’. America has become like a 
land where wealth pours down like rain and rivers of milk 
and honey flow. This is the result of the pragmatism, robust 
imagination and unflagging eagerness of the American 
people. There are here not only mineral resources, but also 
the hands and will to exploit them. In this respect, America is 
exceedingly fortunate and the whole world is, as it were, 
keenly conducting itself as if to prove it. Everyone is a beggar 
at America’s door, eager to solicit its favours, keenly desirous 
of acknowledging the ingenuity, sense of discipline, the 
management skills of its people, who have organised their life 
so well that the world at large is benefiting from it in some 
measure. 

Be envious of America, admire it: I do not believe in 
partisanship whether religious, social or political — one 
should give praise where praise is due. But, at the same time, 
this country is, I must insist, most unfortunate. 1 say it with a 
full sense of responsibility. Many of you may be shocked, but 
it is a fact. 

THE LAND OF MISFORTUNE 

It has been a tragedy, not only for America but the whole 
of mankind, that its people have concentrated exclusively on 
material progress, making the physical world the sole sphere 
of their activity. It would have been a different story had they 
received correct guidance and the blessing of true faith, had 
they been attentive to morality with equal earnestness and 
enthusiasm, and looked for the signs of God in anfus, within 
themselves, and not only in afaq, the horizons. If the 
intellectual faculties of the Americans had been directed also 
towards the discovery of the secrets of the self — of heart and 
soul — they would have realised that the world of heart and 
soul is immeasureably more extensive than the world of 
matter, so much so that if the whole of the universe was 
dropped into the heart of man it would be lost like a pebble in 
an ocean. The people of America would, then, have been able 
to appreciate, to assess more wisely and correctly, the place 
of man in the grand design of creation. Of the time and 
energy they have recklessly spent on material sciences — with 
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what results we all know — we have in the Qur’an: 

And that man hath only that for which he maketh effort, 
And that his effort will be seen, 

And afterward he will be repaid for it with fullest payment. 
(al-Najm, 53: 39-41) 

Each do We supply, both these and those, from the bounty of 
thy Lord; 

And the bounty of the Lord can never be walled up. ( al-Isra 
17: 20) 

Whatever field man chooses for himself, God will grant 
him success in it. There is no limit: thus far and no further. 
The consequences of the enterprise and industry of the West 
are before us. The world has shrunk and man has subjugated 
it to his own ends and interests. Had the Westerners exerted 
themselves, in the same way, on the heart, soul, and faith, the 
world would have known the true station of humanity. When 
the West applied its arts to a tree, it produced a fruit no one 
could dream of. Likewise when it turned to physics, 
chemistry and botany, it discovered new worlds. In earlier 
times people doubted the plurality of the worlds and those 
who made such a claim were remorselessly punished by the 
Papal authority. But today, a new world is being discovered 
in almost everything. So, we may wonder, had the West 
known the true station of humanity and appreciated the 
distinction God has conferred upon man, what new world 
would have been discovered, what different course history 
would have taken. 

Two events were largely responsible for the tragedy which 
has overtaken not only the West but the whole of mankind. 
One was the advent and success of Christianity in the Western 
hemisphere. For the other, we Muslims are also to blame and 
no amount of regret is too much. 

GULF BETWEEN ISLAM AND THE WEST 

The fact is that the most appropriate religion for this part 
of the world would have been Islam which awakens man’s 
latent capabilities, encourages his intellect, and makes him 
self-reliant and self-respecting. Says the Qur’an: 
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Surely We created man of the best stature. (al-Tin, 95: 4) 

Verily We have honoured the children of Adam. We carry 
them on the land and the sea, and have made provision of 
good things for them, and have preferred them over many of 
those whom We created with a marked preferment. (al-Isra’, 
17: 70) 

Lo! I am about to place a viceroy in the earth. ( al-Baqara , 
2: 30) 

Islam places the crown of vicegerency on man’s head; there 
can be no greater honour. The whole structure of Islam is 
based upon the doctrine of Divine Unity, and when it 
declares that man is Khali fatullah, the vicegerent of God on 
earth, it elevates him so much that one cannot think of a 
higher and nobler concept of humanity. Thus, in a Tradition, 
it is stated that on the Day of Judgement God will say to His 
servants, ‘I fell ill and you did not visit Me’. The servant will 
reply, ‘Thou art the Lord of the Worlds. How could I visit 
Thee?’ God will, thereupon, say, ‘Did you not know that 
such-and-such a servant of Mine was ill and you did not care 
to visit him? Had you gone to see him in order to comfort or 
help, you would have found Me with him’. God, again, will 
say, ‘O son of Adam! I asked you for food, but you did not 
give it to Me’. The servant will reply, ‘Thou art the Lord of 
the Worlds. How could I give Thee food?’ God will then say, 
‘Are you not aware that such-and-such a servant of Mine 
begged you for food and you did not give it to him. Had you 
fed him you would have found him with Me’. God, again, 
will say, ‘O son of Adam! I was naked, but you did not cover 
Me with a garment’. The servant will reply, ‘Thou art the 
Lord of the Worlds. How could I clothe Thee?’ God will then 
say, ‘Such-and-such a servant of Mine begged you for 
something to wear and you did not give it to him. Had you 
done so the garment would have reached Me’. 

What greater honour can there be for mankind? Islam, 
further, teaches that man is sinless and pure by nature. A 
Tradition has it that ‘every child is born “of its nature”, i.e. 
pure and guiltless, and it is its parents who make it a Jew, 
Christian or Fire-worshipper’. They dye it in their own 
colour, otherwise the newborn is ‘of the colour of Allah’. 
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Islam teaches that the fundamental reality of human nature 
is submission. There is no defect in it. It is basically sound. 

The Qur’an says: ‘It gets what it earns, and it suffers what 
it earns’ ( al-Baqara , 2: 286). This means that what man earns 
in harmony with nature is beneficial for him, and what he 
earns by wilful defiance is harmful for him: the good a man 
does is in conformity with his nature while the wrong he 
pursues is in defiance of it. This view that the good deeds of 
man correspond to his nature whereas his misdeeds are, so to 
speak, a revolt against himself, argues powerfully for the 
inherent purity and innocence of human nature. If a man 
falls into error it is a passing phase, and when he offers 
sincere repentance, the consequence of that error for the man 
passes away, the rust on his heart disappears. Repentance is 
natural, not contrived, and a high place is given in Islam to 
those who repent after sinning. 

Islam is the most suitable religion for this land. Had a 
union taken place between the two, the history of mankind 
would have taken a very different course. On the one side, 
the unbounded natural resources of America, the tremendous 
vitality, resoluteness and enterprise of its people; on the 
other, the moderation of Islam, its message of hope and 
confidence, its unequalled distinctiveness as the faith of 
nature, its insistence on the intrinsic innocence of man. 

Islam strongly encourages creativeness in man and arouses 
his dormant capabilities. There is no over-nice speculative 
philosophy nor impossible empty idealism in it. It is based 
upon a robust sense of the realities of life, and is such a 
simple religion that anyone with an open heart can easily 
understand it. It does not put fetters on the mind, nor place 
obstacles in the path of knowledge, but elevates learning to 
an act of worship. It calls on man to study and reflect, to 
make fullest use of his intelligence. 

And in earth are signs (ayat) for those whose faith is sure, and 
(also) in yourselves. Can ye then not see? (al-Dhariyat, 51: 
20 - 21 ) 

(Who) reflect upon the creation of the heavens and the earth 
(and say): Our Lord. Thou createdst not this in vain. (Al 
‘Imran, 3: 191) 
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We shall show them Our signs on the horizons and within 
themselves. ( Fussilat , 41: 53) 

And those who, when they are reminded of the revelations of 
their Lord, fall not deaf and blind thereat (but listen atten- 
tively and cogitate). ( al-Furqan , 25: 73) 

THE WEST AND CHRISTIANITY 

But, Islam is not the faith in America, a misfortune for this 
country and for the world. The Western world opted for a 
religion which insisted on the doctrine of original sin, giving 
rise to the worst pessimism and leading man to believe that 
sin was his destiny. It did not raise the stature of man, but put 
the mark of disgrace on his forehead, persuading him to 
believe that he needed an ‘other’ to redeem him by offering 
atonement for his misdeeds. To make matters worse, the 
tendency to monasticism and renunciation quickly 
established itself in the West and deepened further the ill- 
effects of the doctrine of original sin. 

Equally calamitous was the attitude of the Church, when in 
power, to new knowledge. The clerics blocked the path of 
investigation. At a time when Europe was waking up and 
breaking its intellectual chains, Papal authority stood before 
it like a brick wall and started measuring everything with its 
own yardstick. The Church opposed when it was claimed that 
the earth was round. 'Bruno, whose only crime was that he 
taught the plurality of worlds, was declared a heretic and 
burnt alive, and Galileo another scientist of no less worth, 
was imprisoned for life for believing that the earth moved 
round the sun. The Inquisition, established to tackle heresy, 
performed its duty with such alacrity that the number of 
persons tried and punished by it was, in no way, less than the 
casualties in the last war. 

THE CHOICE OF MA TE RIAL ISM 

Inevitably, Europe turned and turned decidedly towards 
materialism. The enlightened sections among the Europeans 
developed a strong aversion to everything associated with the 
clerics, a definite intolerance of every kind of spiritual 
control. Their feelings of disgust and disdain were directed 
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not against a particular religion, but against the whole 
concept of religious belief and worship. In its haste, the West 
decided that no progress could be made until religion was 
discouraged and bondage to the Church ended. Europe thus 
rose openly in revolt against the Church and set out on the 
journey of materialism, the mournful consequences of which 
everywhere stare us in the face. 

It is a long and painful story. You are all aware of it. I will, 
therefore, not go into details. 

No one knows the mysteries of the universe save God, nor 
can anyone say, positively, what lies in store for us 
tomorrow. But, as the case is at present, this civilisation has 
reached the highest point of its development, it has brought 
forth the best fruits it was capable of bearing. Now, we are 
standing at the crossroads. Western civilisation has almost 
completed its task and can proudly claim to have lifted 
almost every veil from the face of nature and unfolded almost 
all its secrets — distances have shrunk and man is enjoying all 
the facilities and material benefits he could think of. 

Nevertheless, the heart of man is devoid of peace. His soul 
is unhappy. He has reached a stage where life seems less than 
meaningless, even pointless. He is dazed and bewildered. 
What is needed at this juncture is people born in this very 
country who can pull it out of the morass of frustration and 
disillusionment, give it a new message and breathe new life 
into it. Life has been moving at a pace that has left man 
breathless. Modern civilisation is taking him at break-neck 
speed he knows not where — nor are the reins in his hands. 

THE FUTURE BELONGS TO ISLAM 

I do not believe in the philosophy of chance happenings. I 
feel that there is the Hand of God behind everything that 
takes place. ‘That is the Measuring of the Mighty, the Wise’ 
( Ya Sin, 36: 38). It is no accident that you Muslims have 
come to live here in large numbers. There are manual workers 
among you and students engaged in valuable and original 
scientific research. In all walks of life you will make your 
mark, have some influence. What is more, Islam is spreading 
in America. It has made a dent. A number of Americans have 
either embraced Islam or are ready to do so. Our black 
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Muslim brethren are a source of strength to us. This country, 
in brief, seems to be taking a new turn and a new ray of hope 
is appearing. Due to our shortsightedness and internal 
dissensions, we, in the past, lost the opportunity to come to 
its aid. Had Islam been propagated in Europe when the 
Ottomans had established their rule over a part of the 
Continent, or, even earlier, when the Moors had swept over 
Spain, the West, today, would not be finding itself in this 
predicament. It would not have been caught in the quagmire 
of materialism. 

But, unfortunately, we did not rise to the occasion. How I 
wish that the Muslim evangelists had reached here when they 
set out into the world in the early centuries of Islam. It is said 
that the Muslims discovered America before Columbus. How 
wonderful if they had taken advantage of it and given the 
message of Islam to the New World. But it was not to be, and 
the Islamic countries have been paying the penalty for the last 
two hundred years. I believe that the way the Muslim 
countries have, today, become the lackeys of the West and 
the treatment they are receiving at its hands is best thought of 
as a punishment of their failure to convey to the West the 
Message of God. 

But now the circumstances are taking a favourable turn. 
Muslims are migrating to America in a steady stream from 
different lands and for different reasons. There is no Islamic 
country whose finest young men are not found here. Lastly, a 
large number of enterprising people are also coming to it 
from the country where the Ka‘ba is situated. 

You should, now, realise your responsibility which does 
not lie merely in acquiring higher education or solving your 
economic problems. You are not here only to earn and take 
back the money to your native lands and provide for your 
families. You should know that it is your duty to give this 
country what it lacks. If you look at its material attainments 
and scientific advancement, it presents a true picture of the 
Divine pronouncement, ‘Surely We created man of the best 
stature’, but if you think over its moral decay and the agony 
of its soul, you will find it at the level of ‘the lowest of the 
low’. The country that claims to have solved all the physical 
problems is finding itself helpless in providing a solution to 
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the moral crisis of its youth. As Iqbal said: 

He who enchained the sunbeams could not 
Unfurl the dawn on life’s dark night. 

I say without hesitation that there is no Muslim country 
which can look the Westerners in the face and say: ‘See, it is 
here that you stumbled. With us is the panacea of your ills 
and the balm for your inner wounds. It is the Qur’an and the 
teachings of our Prophet’. The bitter truth is that we have 
made ourselves unworthy of speaking to the West like men. 
We carry a heavy load of gratitude to it on our heads, and are 
immersed from head to foot in its favours. Our ignorance 
deposes against us. Our poverty shouts from the house-tops. 
Our arm is stretched out for alms. Such being the case, how 
can an Islamic country speak, like an equal, to the West 
which has the whip hand and enjoys every kind of superiority 
— intellectual, political, military, economic? Which Muslim 
country is there that can express the mildest criticism of the 
West or offer a suggestion? 

But the Qur’an and the example of the Prophet, peace be 
upon him, fill me with faith and hope. The Blessed Prophet, 
sent the following epistle to Caesar, who ruled over half of 
the then known world, when there was not enough to eat in 
his own house and the Muslim State had not been established 
in Madina: 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Benevolent, the Most 
Merciful. 

From Muhammad, the bondsman and Messenger of Allah, 
to Heraclius, the Emperor of Rome. 

Peace be upon him who follows the Guidance. I invite you 
to the message of Islam. Accept Islam and you shall be 
delivered: two-fold will be Allah’s reward to you. But if you 
turn away then on you will rest the sin of (the denial of) your 
community. O People of the Scripture! Come to an agreement 
on a thing that is common between us and you: that we shall 
worship none but Allah, and that we shall ascribe no partner 
unto Him, and that none of us shall take others for lords 
beside Allah. And if you turn your back upon it then bear 
witness that we are they who have surrendered (unto Him). 
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